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A Rainbow Colored Bible?

The issue of biblical teachings on homosexuality and homosexual behavior is a hot topic in Hong Kong churches
today. There are many aspects to the issue: social, legal, psychological, biological, and spiritual. In this short essay |
will assess some of the biblical arguments people have used.

Acommon passage used is the passage on the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah (Gen. 19). It is not uncommon
to hear well-meaning Christians using this as an example of the dire consequence of homosexual behavior. Although
the Hebrew word used of the inhabitants of Sodom is not necessarily gender specific (i.e., ‘anasim), the fact that Lot
offered them his daughters (Gen. 19:8) suggests that they were men. Thus, this was likely a case of homosexual
behavior. What is unclear is whether they sinned because they wanted to indulge in homosexual activities or in violent
sexual activities. The fact is that their sin is never specifically identified by God (Gen. 18:20-21). Sodom and
Gomorrah are used to depict Jerusalem and Judah in Isaiah 1: 9-10. However, the sins mentioned as needing
correction do not include homosexual behavior (Is. 1:16-23). Jeremiah 23:14 also evokes the comparison with Sodom

and Gomorrah but, again, homosexual behavior is not mentioned.

A possible allusion to homosexual behavior is found in Ezekiel 16:47, 50. The word “abomination” (¢6 ‘ebah) is
used to describe homosexual behavior Leviticus 18:22; 20:13. Nevertheless, abomination is also used to describe
idol worship (Deut. 7:25-26) and dishonesty (Deut. 25:16). In Proverbs 6:16-19, pride, dishonesty, violence,
wickedness, evil deeds, false testimony and sower of discord are all considered abominations before God. Thus, the
word need not refer to homosexual behavior in Ezekiel. More likely, it is a general reference to sexual sin that
represents the unfaithfulness of the people.

The case of Sodom and Gomorrah is also mentioned in the New Testament (Matt. 10:15; 11:23-24; Lk. 10:12;
17:29; Rom. 9:29; Rev. 11:8). Their sin is not explained except for two passages (2 Peter 2 and Jude 1:7). 2 Peter 2
compares their sins to the sins of the world in Noah’s days (2:5) and describes them as ungodliness, sensual conduct,
lawlessness, unrighteousness, lustful passion, rebellion against authority, willfulness, blasphemy, revelry deceptions,
adultery, greed and sensual behavior (v.6f). Although sexual sins are mentioned, homosexual behavior is not
specifically stated. Jude 1:7 says that they pursue “unnatural desires.” This may be a reference to homosexual

behavior but they are also faulted for “sexual immorality.”

The picture presented in the New Testament is similar to that of the Old Testament. Although homosexual
behavior is mentioned as a sin, it is not the only sin mentioned with regard to Sodom and Gomorrah. The evidences
of both testaments are that they were not destroyed because of homosexual sin alone. They also committed many
other sins. The same thing could be said of the incident recorded in Judges 19. As with Genesis 19, the problem may
be violent sexual behavior rather than homosexual behavior. Since our evidence for this case is much less than that
of Sodom and Gomorrah, we should exercise caution in drawing conclusion from it.

In my opinion, the clearest statement against homosexual behavior in the Old Testament is in Leviticus 18:22
and 20:13. The second passage is especially forceful. It says, “If a man lies with a male as with a woman, both of
them have committed an abomination; they shall surely be put to death; their blood is upon them.” In his commentary
(Leviticus, Anchor Bible, ad loc.), Milgrom argues that although the two passages are evidently against homosexual
behavior, it refers only to Jewish men living in the Promised Land. A detailed analyses of his arguments is beyond



the scope of this brief article. Since the Old Testament is accepted as a part of the Christian Scripture, it has authority:
over our beliefs and behavior. Although it speaks to ancient Israel in the first instance, it has continual relevance for
Christians today. This also means that it transcends geographical limitation in its relevance. A sin is a sin regardless
of whether it is committed in the Promised Land or elsewhere.

It may surprise some Christians to learn that there are really not many specific teachings about homosexual
behavior in the Bible. The most likely explanation is that it is generally considered part of other sexual sins. There is
no evidence that it is considered any worse than other sexual sins, and certainly not the worst sexual sins. In the Old
Testament, one could argue that the worst sin is worshipping other gods beside the LORD. In the New Testament, it
could be heresy. Whatever it may be, homosexual behavior is not the gravest sin. | say this because | feel that some
Christians react more negatively toward homosexual behavior than other sinful sexual behavior. This may be because
there are many more heterosexual people than homosexual people in our society. Thus we are more used to dealing
with heterosexual sins than homosexual sins. | think what we need to keep in mind is that, as far as the Bible is
concerned, homosexual sin is just one of the sexual sins that people commit.

Other issues have to do with hermeneutics and application. Just because the examples of homosexual behavior

we see in the Old Testament is violent does not mean that all homosexual behavior is violent. In fact, the Levitical
laws mentioned above do not presume violent homosexual behavior since the sins listed alongside of it are mainly
non violent in nature. Furthermore, while the punishment for this sin is death in the Mosaic Laws, | presume nobody
thinks this should be the case in the church. I think most Christians would follow Jesus’ teaching in Matthew 18:15-
18 and opt for excommunication from church as the most severe punishment. Of course, this should be the last option
when all else fails. Actually, this possibility is also given in Leviticus 18:29. Thus even in the Old Testament, death
is not the only possible punishment.
As far as the modern discussion of law is concerned, | support laws that are just to and protect the rights of both
homosexual and heterosexual citizens. | have been asked quite a few times if | support gay rights. If it were as simple
as that | would certainly consider supporting them. However, in many cases, supporting gay rights may lead to the
infringement of the rights of churches and Christian organizations to practice what they believe. While | value the
rights of non-Christians (or, even, Christians) to lead an alternate lifestyle, | equally value my right to lead the kind
of lifestyle in line with my understanding of Scriptures. I hope something could be worked out so that everyone could
live freely according to their own conscience without infringing on the rights of others.

Dr. Wong Fook-kong,
Professor, Old Testament
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2015.04.01-2016.0331 T H &

BESEEWERRRE

Uz A FH
=P BE % (Br) 85 HE £% (B)
01528585 |SREIISES 1,000.00 ||2015F4 517 |jBissese s e 2,091.00
2015555 11H  |FIS A 212 [[2015F5H6H |(BEEHERENTE 619.00
201558180 |ipHSEsE 100.00 | 201555110 |/ABEEE)2E5 100.00
20155518 |BEEEXKAESEE 1,000.00 201555 15H [BEE8A28BNE 36.00
20155518 |BieaEs 100.00 | |[2015F5 518 |[[BFEsSASTES 2,871.00
2015F5H18H | @EASTRNE 680.00 |2015F5H18H [MAEGE EE) 285 100.00
201547510 |EEEXISEE 1,000.00 | [2015F5 518 |[Bressieiaes 500.00
207510 | FHRMAAEESE 1,000.00 (20155522 (BFRAFEEASEHE 256.80
2015 7H20H |[SEEXIEES 1,000.00 [[2015F7E 100 |[WESHRIRHE 2,261.30
2015675200 |[HEEBKASEE 1,000.00 [[20159 5188 |=EtRoi 3,000.00
20158H3H |BBHEAXIEEE 1,000.00 [[2015F9F 160 (SIS EBEES 1.000.00
20154857H |AESHIASES 1,000.00 | |20154£11 5 135 |35SEB SN IR R E S 2,554.40
2015857H  |[FISUEA 2.14 [|2015£11 5305 | ESREL T TE 400.00
20154984 |REETFS 100.00 ||2015F11 530 (e ERZHSTLE 400.00
2015411 510H |[BESIISEE 1,000.00 ||20154 11530 | S HRITAES 208536 A 1,340.00
201511 511H [FISUIEA 2.14 | |20154F 125 21 5 |20 0B & 205 BRI THL S 560.00
2015115130 | REiEHEFES 200.00 [[20164E1 H30H |ZWrEess 360.00
201511 813H | FESXI 25 1,000.00 [[20165F2H290 (EEsy TS 400.00
2015411 513 |[SRBE I SEE 1,000.00 | |20164E2 529 |@EMiEEILE 400.00
015212815 |ZWnEs 100.00 ||2016/F2 529 |BizEsEas 2,000.00
20152128210 |BEH I a5 1,000.00 [[2016:F2 529 [BisOe=s 2,942.00
20154128210 |[SESKISEE 1,000.00 ||20164F2 529 [Biga2DVDa s 214.00
016:E156H |EREXISEE 1,000.00
201651560 |[IEEZEASBE 1,000.00
201628 11H |[FIEA 2.14
2016:E2H23H | BXAEEE 1,000.00
20162529 BB BEE&E(ETH2A) 100.00
2016528290 @ H(FEBEESTA) 350.00
20162529 B F(EH#35A) 1,750.00
20162529 |BisH&DVDEE(EFRE) 200.00
20162529 |HiEEFEER) 100.00
2016F2H29H |EHIEBFEIRE) 100.00
19,888.54 24.405.50
FERSE T 4,516.96
24,405.50 24,405.50

#2Z= 31/3/2016 [FLE384T

{47 5 [242-039543-001 4575 HK $44858.06

& 25 31/3/2016 [F4-35 1T T HETZ2R 5 (1265440453 4575 HK $85070.95
#Z 31/03/2016 I #E75HK $2329.60
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f@et: 1. ZRBR "ESEREEWREREARE ., ABITEAREIRITFO : 242-039543-001(HKBTS  Alumni
Association) » E#RITA / BIREEBWBEISERPFERERELE  BMAREGESERIHE 27685117
(6 A3 TR ke (Sanny) 2558 - |
2. JHTHEIEEE(852)2630 1373 NHOSEBHRE BRI EREPEE RS BRESHHERALEL (Hong Kong
Baptist Theological Seminary Alumni Association, 1 Nin Ming Road, Sai O, Sai Kung (North), N.T., Hong Kong)
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