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EXPANDING VISIONS AND A DEEPENING WORSHIP LIFE:
SOME OBSERVATIONS AND SUGGESTIONS OF RETIRED PROFESSOR & PASTOR

VEBIEEIRHUR (Dr. Jerry Moye)
BARENRBISERIRIZ

PERSONAL JOURNEY--ROOTS

| came to Hong Kong in 1973 as a missionary teacher. For several decades my life has centered on training
church ministers and serving in local churches either as an advisor or pastor. | have the advantages and limitations
of being both an insider and outsider in Hong Kong church life. We all must probe our roots, those values and way
of life that shaped us in our youth. | grew up as a son in a prosperous farm family in the American Midwest. The
prevailing ethos in my world was a conservative evangelical Baptist tradition. We knew nothing of Asian life or
religions.

My world was expanded by education in university and seminary. My denomination promoted and glorified
the work of missionaries. It is not surprising that my wife with similar background and I felt a calling from God and
zealous churches to be missionaries with a global vision.

During my time in Hong Kong, | taught Old Testament for about 20 years and now have taught Spirituality for
about 20 years. This has given me resources for ministry in local churches. | have been advisory pastor for a very
small Cantonese church for decades and at present part of a ministry in a very large Cantonese church. | have built
on foundations laid about 20 years before | arrived.

When the Communists took rule of China, many missionaries and Chinese Christians came to Hong Kong.
Since 1950 the Baptist work has flourished with the founding of seminary, university, printing press, missions
department, and of course new and enlarged churches. Our work has an international dimension, since many of
our graduates emigrate to many countries, building and strengthening churches in their new homes.

Our society and our churches are in a strategic location, a meeting point of East and West.
We built on our roots with their strong Western evangelical base, and we must connect to the Asian world which
has its particular history and perspectives. While we acknowledge differences in all cultures, we also acknowledge
all of humanity has some common core needs and tasks. Our Christian faith has its unique gifts to give the world
and it must listen to the voices that come from other times and places. We are a global family. The pain and hope
from all of God'’s children must impact us.

PERSONAL JOURNEY—MOVING BEYOND ROOTS

While each of us as a distinct history, we all share some common problems and challenges. .
| believe we all need to root ourselves in a particular church or tradition and we need to be open to other
traditions and world views. | have learned from other Christian denominations and from other religions and
philosophies. Differences from other groups can help us see our distinctives and help us develop weak areas in
our own tradition.

I am rooted in a Christian evangelical tradition strong on worship, biblical study, prayer, and compassionate
service. As a minister and worship leader, | perceive special colors and strengths of other denominations. | prefer
|
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to label denominations as faith families. The word denomination stresses the institutional aspect of church
groups. The word faith family stresses the spiritual rootage of church groups. | continuously explore how these
other faith families can give some suggestion or enrichment to my faith family.

| have a recommendation for our church leaders and church members seeking wider exposure to see how
God as worked in various Christian faith families. Research and learn about other faith families. Computer
information is a very easy way to begin. Occasional trips to libraries and bookstores are invaluable. Two rich ways
help us learn more of another faith family. We can worship with those in another tradition. And we can meet
someone who lives in that tradition. In this way, one moves from general knowledge to feeling the faith life of the
other person.

I led my church to prepare for Pentecost Sunday through sermons and classes. Since Pentecost is 50 days
after Easter, we had several weeks to probe the work of the Holy Spirit. | have noted how different faith families
understand and experience the Holy Spirit. | share insights from the Quakers, Pentecostals, Presbyterians,
Catholics, Anglicans and Baptists.

QUAKER EXPERIENCE

Quakers find strength from the Holy Spirit in their worship & meditation centered on silence.
They forego the usual worship fare of hymn singing, sermons, public spoken prayers. They cultivate the discipline
of silently turning inward and giving time for God to speak from the depths. Pentecostals find strength from the
Holy Spirit in experiences of extraordinary spiritual gifts. Their worship is marked by ecstatic praise, lively singing,
speaking in tongues, exuberance of sound, lively body motions.

| have had personal experience of these two worship styles. | attended a Quaker worship meeting in London.
We entered a room without any decorations or religious symbols, sat in a circle, everyone relaxed and settled into
an hour of silence. It was understood there would be no sermon, public prayers, hymn singing. It was
understood that no one would speak unless the Holy Spirit gave strong impetus to a person to share some word.
Within that hour, two persons did speak. One spoke for 3 minutes describing a visit to Africa and the great need
there for humanitarian and spiritual aid. One spoke for 2 minutes quoting a biblical text from Ephesians relating to
Christian unity. After one hour, a person stood and shook the hand of the person next to him. Then we all stood
and went next door for refreshment time of tea and talk of the week’s events.

A woman with a twinkle in her eye spoke to me and said | think you are a visitor. Do you find our worship
strange? | told her | found it very unusual and it took me some time to settle into the silence. She smiled and said
that the jewel of Quakers was learning to hold a silence before God, so we could clear our heads and let the Spirit
move. Then she laughed and said that she sometimes visited an evangelical church and liked to hear a “jolly good
sermon”from a Methodist minister nearby.

PENTECOSTAL EXPERIENCE

As a student, | decided to attend a Pentecostal church and observe how they did worship. There was no
grand organ or solemn hymns. There was a long period of congregational singing accompanied by a band with
drums and guitars. Most people raised their hands and did gentle body swaying but some of the youth did a kind
of jumping dance. Some people spoke in tongues. In fact several spoke in tongues at the same time. Though it was
not understandable rational language, it was clearly an outburst of sheer joy or ecstasy.
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There was a sermon but it was not built on exegesis of the larger text. It centered on a phrase which the
preacher kept repeating with examples from his life and of people he admired. While | would build a sermon
differently, | sensed that the congregation had felt the power of a single thought and were led to explore its
implications.

| spoke to some of the people there and asked them if they had attended different denominations. Some
said they had been raised in traditional conservative Protestant churches but found it did not meet their needs;
the services were too dry and regulated. Some said they did not feel comfortable with churches in their area
because they felt a class division. They were poorer working class and felt the more affluent people did not
understand them or worse still did not want to understand them. Of course, the Pentecostals groups have grown
in large numbers and even are a dominating kind of presence in some areas. One cannot help but think of Latin
America where hundreds of thousands have moved from a nominal religion to one deeply and personally felt.

PRESBYTERIAN EXPERIENCE

As a Baptist, | feel affinity with the Presbyterian churches, since we share a Calvinist root. Our tradition with
its strong Reformed-Calvinist base makes biblical preaching the focus of worship. Lyrics from hymns we sing center
on biblical truths and have great teaching value as well as emotional power. The perception of my family and
friends is that Presbyterians have produced scholars in the pulpit. They have a high standard in ordaining ministers
and will not ordain a preacher who lacks solid theological biblical training.

| share a good worship experience | had with Presbyterians in America. The service had a quiet dignity with
robed choir and robed ministers marching towards the raised platform. The service begain with a reverent
meditative chant and then an invocation prayer. No announcements were made as they were included in a
church bulletin. Music included two anthems, one was a classic Bach piece and one was a contemporary
treatment of a psalm.

The sermon was a carefully prepared exegesis of the temptations of Jesus. He compared the two accounts in
Matthew and Luke. He referred once to a special Greek term used in the original text. He noted how the
temptations were placed in the larger context of the gospel. He drew examples of how Christians must deal with
temptations. He stressed we must not lose our moral integrity by taking short cuts to success. One example was
from the time of the English Reformation. One example was from a current political problem in America in which a
congressman had been exposed for colluding with a corrupt company.

He concluded with the text of Hebrews 4:14-16.. We find strength from the tempted Christ who had the
power of the Spirit to resist temptations for fame, wealth, and power. He understands our temptations and
enables us to overcome them. We ended with singing the hymn “l Would Be True.”

Of course, Presbyterians like all major denominations have their subgroups. | was converted in a Cumberland
Presbyterian church camp when | was 10 years old. Attending that small village church when | was young meant
enduring long sermons. At least 45 minute sermons seemed long when | was 10. The preacher had had a wicked
notorious life when he was young. He had a dramatic conversion and so his preaching was filled with intensity, the
power of Satan and the greater power of Christ, the horrors of hell and the joys of heaven.
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In my town Presbyterians had a lovely church and well-educated minister. Services were somewhat formal
but sermons were biblical and shorter than the village preacher gave. Most of the members were people with
considerable property and class standing. They preferred a restrained style of worship. In a large Southern city,
my daughter working with Amnesty International found helpful ties with a Presbyterian church close to the state
capitol building and intently alert to social justice issues. Such subgroups of course are found in all the major
Protestant denominations.

CATHOLIC EXPERIENCE

When | began teaching the course in Spirituality for seminary first year students, | felt the need to have more
personal experience of different worship styles of different faith families. So | made a visit to London to visit many
different churches. | had worship experiences with two Catholic faith families: Roman Catholic and Eastern
Orthodox. These ancient churches have much in common but it is significant that Roman Catholics have thought
and lived in a world of Latin language and culture. Eastern Orthodoxy has thought and lived in the world and
culture of the Greeks.

All Catholics see holy communion as the high point of worship. For us evangelicals we make the biblical
sermon the high point. Catholic worship is a feast to the eye, ear, and nose. We Protestants use the eyes to read
scripture and the ears to hear sermons. Catholics use the eyes to see religious stories and truths in beautiful
strange icons, use the nose to smell holy incense offered up as a symbol of the prayers of the people, use the ears
to hear Gregorian chants and sung responses to classic litanies.

All Catholics have high regard for the power of Mary and the saints to intercede for us. We have friends in
high places. Mary is depicted as Queen of Heaven and most Catholic cathedrals are dedicated to her. Some godly
people on earth have been so filled by God and used by him that the church elevates them as special heavenly

inteceding saints.

In most Catholic churches | have visited, there is usually a statue of St. Therese of Lisieux. Usually she is
holding roses in her hands. In Hong Kong, St. Teresa Catholic Church is named for her. | have wondered why she is
so popular among all Catholic worshippers. | asked a friend, former priest at St. Teresa Church and he gave his
understanding. Therese of Lisieux was from a very pious French family. She felt called to dedicate her life as a
Carmelite nun, a woman enclosed in a cloister who spent her life in intercessory prayer for others.

She saw herself as a little child of God, having no great beauty, wisdom, or skill. She never sought the
limelight but valued her hidden presence praying for others. She felt called to pray for hard cases, for missionaries
working in VietNam, for hardened criminals facing execution, for poor mothers who had large families to feed.
Many people identified with her humble perception of self and great love for others. | told the priest that we all
could admire her, but we Protestants felt the focus should be on Jesus the Care-Giver.

He replied that no prayer to Therese stopped at her feet. She took it to Jesus with her caring heart. | then
replied that we Protestants too share the need to share our burdens with caring friends and ask them to pray for
us. But we are not so sure about asking friends who are no longer on earth. He replied that Catholics have a
strong sense of the eternal communion of the saints. His perception has given me food for thought.
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ANGLICAN EXPERIENCE

For those of us who live in Hong Kong, we are aware of the strong influence of the Anglican Church, since it
is the state church of England and has influenced England’s former colonies. | knew nothing about Anglicans until |
went to university. There | became aware that many of my English professors belonged to a church they called
Episcopalian (the American name for the Anglican Church). In time | found that many Episcopalian churches have
a beautiful worship liturgy and that in many places they are the favorite church of older rich society families. But
from the Church of England, new groups emerged: Baptists and Methodists.

As a missionary in Hong Kong, | met friends who were members of St. Johns Cathedral and of Christ Church.
For several years | attended Sunday Evensong at St. Johns cathedral at the end of my long work day among
Baptists. It was such a fresh and refreshing time for me. | loved the chanting of psalms, the prayers for those in
authority, the homily or message for the evening. | was welcomed as a friend and asked several times to give
noontime Bible studies during a short lunch and devotional time. The meal was bread and soup. The study time
was about 15 to 20 minutes. Prayers took about 5 minutes. | think this would be a good idea for some Baptist
churches to try.

The great gift of Anglicans to many of us Protestants is the conscious effort to keep the best of the Catholic
tradition and the best of the Reformation spirit. | have long admired the life and witness of St. Francis. He
surpasses Catholic boundaries. The cathedral has a third order Franciscan society. | joined this group and was
bonded with local businessmen who are devout Christians who try to nurture a Franciscan simplicity of life, love of
nature, obedience to the nonmaterialist gospel of Christ.

For several | found that the cathedral held a retreat during Advent season. It was held in a lovely Catholic
retreat center in Stanley. The retreat had early church features: observance of silence except for worship and
sessions with director, reading of holy texts during mealtime, simple music usually in Taize mode, time for private
reading, meditation, and prayer. | have incorporated some things | learned there into retreats | have done for
Baptists.

| appreciate the fact Anglicans consciously provide for Christians with different sensibilities. The so-called
High Church wing of Anglicans affirms the power and beauty of ritual and sacrament. The so-called Low Wing
affirms the power and beauty of strong biblical study and preaching. C.S. Lewis, such a powerful influence on so
many of us Evangelicals, did not see himself as one or the other. He embodies for me holy common sense, good
balance, restraint and imaginative probing of basic evangelical truths.

BAPTIST EXPERIENCE

Baptists have their historical beginnings out of the English Reformation of the 17 century. It is important to
remember our history for its ongoing power. Our first leaders did not feel the Church of England had gone far
enough in reforming the church. We insisted on a church of believers with personal experience of grace and did
not trust a state church that too often produced only nominal Christians. So we rejected infant baptism and state
approved bishops who authorized it. We had strong democratic tendencies believing we should separate the
powers of church and state. Of course we were persecuted in our early history, defying the norms of the day.
We now have a history of more than 400 years. We are no longer a persecuted church. Indeed in some parts of
the world we are a strong dominating cultural and spiritual force. | explore the way | am related to my historical
beginnings. As a youth growing up in mid America in the 1940s and 1950s, | did not feel | was part of a minority



WEEM___11/2017

group. | was White, Protestant, Middle Class and in a prosperous land-owning farm family. The churches that
dominated the area were Baptist, Methodist, and Presbyterian. There was a Catholic presence but we had little
connection.

Our three major Protestant churches all were touched by a Calvinist root. Baptists of my youth expressed this
in a strong revivalist mode of spirituality. We had yearly revivals or evangelistic meetings. There were intense
times for soul examination, repentance, rededication of lives, efforts to bring unchurched people to repentance
and living faith. Concern beyond our own community was channeled into denominational support of global
missionary work. In such an ethos, | felt a calling to be a missionary. | entered our denominational seminary
famous for its biblical scholarship and for teachers who were faithful churchmen and some were very famous
preachers.

During seminary days in a large urban center in the 1960s, | experienced Baptist church life in new ways. In
one church, our pastor gave support for social justice issues. He saw that the saving work of Christ was to touch
society as well as individuals. We recited the Apostles Creed in an early point of worship. We blended old hymns
and new songs.

In the church that most deeply affected me, | heard a Baptist preacher with remarkable gifts.His pastoral
prayers had a psychological depth that led me to real soul searching and exposing lack of courage and
shallowness. His sermons led me to identify with all of the biblical characters, the so-called good and bad. They
led me to see the radical nature of sin and grace. His ecumenical openness and support of civil rights activists
forced many Baptists to face the moral issue of the day: fighting racism and the demeaning discrimination
practices of the day.

Baptists like other denominations can be subdivided into several faith families. The church of my youth was
strong on evangelism intent on individual focusing of grace. There was not much ecumenical awareness and very
little concern for large social justice issues. During my university years | found that African American Baptists had
a distinct commitment to social justice issues. God raised up Moses to save his people from slavery. God raised up
leaders in our day to save his people from debilitating racial discrimination. Their style of worship was lively and
full of emotion but not Pentecostal. It has enormous unifying power for a people with a cause.

| have left the particular Baptist denomination of my youth but return to my home church to visit family and
friends. There is a bonding stronger than our doctrinal differences. | thank the church for its nurture of me as a
youth and tell them that | am now part of a church with some different views. We all claim a Baptist identity but
we have differences. My church in Alabama has women deacons and a woman pastor. We were pioneers in caring
for people dying of AIDS. We are ecumenical and have had fellowship with other churches. One of my great
memories is singing a lovely rendition of Psalm 23 in the Greek Orthodox cathedral.

EXPLORING CONNECTIONS

| feel a basic kinship with any Christian faith family that has Christ at its core of worship and life. | also honor
the differences of our different denominations and see the need for each to give its distinct witness and color.
Catholics are careful to preserve their large and long tradition of developing creeds and rituals, venerated saints
and theologians, old systems of discipline and administrative controls. Protestants aim at streamlining our long
Christian tradition. We have strong democratic tendencies that give more power to the laity, more emphasis on



biblical preaching rather than dramatic rituals.

There are times in history in which Catholics and Protestants emphasize their differences. There are times
when we see our common core and inspire each other with fresh modes of thought and worship. It is obvious that
our two streams of life influence each other. | have attended Catholic services in which the local language is used,
contemporary songs | have sung in Baptist churches are sung there, and heard some good though usually short
sermons. | have been in Protestant churches in which beautiful stained glass windows give us pictures of bible
characters and great saints, in which sung classic responses come after prayers, and where communion is given a
high point in worship.

| have been in Baptist churches where we consciously draw on the best of many Christian traditions. We
have had retreats in Catholic retreat centers and used devotional materials from great saints of the past. We have
felt a strong connection with Quakers and other designated Peace churches that work on social justice issues and
fighting racism. The charismatic influence has touched most churches.

As a pastor in Hong Kong, | have had church members with Pentecostal background. It has led to a fruitful
dialogue and mutual enrichment. Pentecostals remind me of the vitalizing necessary power of Holy Spirit for a
joyful useful ministry. | have been led to probe the mystery of God as Holy Spirit. | have rejected the notion that
speaking in tongues is a necessary component of salvation but do not deny the Spirit gives extraordinary gifts. |
have been sensitized to the fact that worship must meet the needs of heart and mind. It should touch the

emotional, rational, and volitional depths of our soul.

| teach that Holy Spirit is the way that Jesus is alive to us now, his indwelling spirit. This Spirit gives both
ordinary and extraordinary gifts. There are times we are gifted in way that we can only call miraculous and
wonderful. There are times when Spirit is the ongoing and quiet everyday power that helps us face the tasks of
each day. The Spirit is the freedom and creativity of God to be God. The Spirit is the awakening agent that makes
us alive in mind and heart. The Spirit is the bonding power within God and with us. The Spirit is the key to
authentic life and worship. In the words of Jesus to the Samaritan woman, worship is not confined to a single
place. As the text states (John 4:23-24)—

“Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and
truth, for they are the kind of worshippers the Father seeks. God is Spirit and his worshippers must worship in

spirit and in truth.”
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