sl il

fr=sies #RREew¥n@®

Hong Kong Baptist Theological 5crﬂm.ﬁrq

A

Today's Students, Tomorrow's Pastors.

1
. . > |! i Today's Seminary, Tomormow's Churches

Newsletter

August 2007

M. Theron Rankin

and the Baptist Seminaries in Guang Prof. Jerry E. Juergens
Zhou and Hong Kong HKBTS's Emeritus Professor

The annual Baptist Heritage Week has been held from March 6 through March 8. The theme for
this year was “Snapshots of the Early Baptist Leaders in China and Hong Kong (I1)” with Professor
Jerry E. Juergens, Professor Jerry E. Moye and Dr. Vincent Lau respectively introducing several
Baptist leaders: Dr. M. Theron Rankin, Ms. Lottie Moon, Mrs. Henrietta Hall Shuck and Dr. Lam
Chi-fung.

In this issue we publish Professor Jerry Juergens’ manuscript hoping that through his discussion,
we are led to recall Dr. Rankin’s contribution to theological education and to understand the connection

between the Baptist Seminaries in Guang Zhou and Hong Kong.

On this first day of Baptist Heritage Week 2007 we are gathered to remember one of our Baptist
ancestors, Milledge Theron Rankin and explore the background connection between the Baptist Seminaries
in Guang Zhou and Hong Kong. Of course every time we borrow a seminary book we see his name, “Rankin
Memorial Library” Who was he? Why is he so important that our library would be named for him?' What

does his story remind us about the connection between the two seminaries?

Who was M.Theron Rankin? He was Executive Secretary of the Foreign Mission Board of the Southern
Baptist Convention when in 1951 Hong Kong Baptist Theological Seminary (HKBTS) was established. He
was the first FMB area Secretary for the Orient. He served as the president of the Leung Kwong Baptist
Seminary in Guang Zhou when the presidency was passed to Rev. Lau Yuet Sing and the full responsibility
for the seminary was assumed by the Leung Kwong Baptist Association.” If we were to explore his life
in depth we would examine his interpretation of the rising ecumenical movement in China, his plan for
increased mission support which was named “The Advance Program,” and his mission philosophy. In his too

short 59 years he made remarkable contributions to Baptists in China®and throughout the world. The focus



i

o
i)

e
;‘l

‘ 2
3
Y

—----ﬁui)". —

| —

e

Dr. Rankin (middle left, back row) was pictured with graduates in front of
Leung Kwong Baptist Seminary in 1933.

of this paper will be his connection with theological education.

The story of M. Theron Rankin will enable us to explore
the Leung Kwong Baptist Seminary in its own context as well as
its linkage to the beginning of the Hong Kong Baptist Theological
Seminary. We take up his story in 1918 when he entered the
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. World War | had just
ended with an expanded world and missions consciousness
on the part of Baptists. His arrival at the seminary coincided
with his first relationship with the Baptist seminary in Guang
Zhou. He met Miss Valleria Greene. She was the daughter
of Dr. George Washington Greene who had arrived in Guang
Zhou in 1891 to teach at the Baptist seminary. She was born
that same year When she entered theological study, women
did not study with men in the seminary but rather studied in
the Womans' Missionary Union Training School,* During her
two years' study, there was time for Theron to fall in love with
her and to hear her tell of the needs of China. The romance
of missions involved the romance of two students. By the
spring of his and her second year he responded to a call to

volunteer for missions extended by Dr. Eugene Sallee, a visiting

China missionary. Later that day he was overjoyed to learn
that Valleria had walked down another aisle reaffirming her
dedication to serve as a missionary. Neither knew earlier of the
other’s intention.

Valleria finished her two-year course in May 1920 and
returned to Guang Zhou. Theron graduated with the Th.M
degree, was appointed a missionary to Guang Zhou, China by
the FMB and arrived on his new field all in 1921. The next year
Rankin and Valleria were married.

After two years of language study, Rankin began to teach
in 1923 in the Graves Theological Seminary (which was later
renamed Leung Kwong Baptist Seminary) in Guang Zhou. It
is important to understand the background and development
of this school which was the first Southern Baptist seminary
in China. Dr. Rosewell H. Graves was appointed as a medical
missionary to Guang Zhou in 1855, only ten vears after J. Lewis
Shuck began the first work of Baptists in that city in 1845.
Graves was indeed a pioneer Baptist missionary in China. By
1866 Graves was gathering students in his home for two hours
of study each day. It was said that the seminary began with
students studying around a table in his kitchen. He, like other
missionaries, felt the need for theological education for the

leaders of Baptist churches.”

In 1890 the seminary moved into rooms of a Baptist
chapel in Guang Zhou. The next year Dr. G.W. Greene arrived
to strengthen the school. Dr. Greene had been a teacher in
the Wake Forrest College in America. In 1905 the FMB
appropriated US$5,000 for a new seminary building which
was completed in 1907. During the celebration of the
50th anniversary of Dr. Graves' ministry in China, his name
was given to the seminary. It became officially “The Graves

Theological Seminary.”®

Rankin arrived in Guang Zhou during troubled times in
China. Among the many political and religious crises to be
faced by the new missionary were the following: the overthrow
of the Manchu Dynasty and the establishment of the Republic
of Ching; the conflict with the warlords; the creation of the
Chinese Communist Party, July 1921, (one month before
Rankin arrived in China) and the resulting civil war; the rise of
nationalism and students unrest in education; the growing anti-
foreigner sentiments; the move of Christians toward union in
the National Christian Council of China, 1922. These crises
would be a serious challenge to Baptists and their life in the

coming years.




At first he struggled with finding the type of ministry to
which God was calling him. He enjoyed doing the work of an
evangelist with itinerate preaching in the cities and villages of
Guang Dong province. When he was urged by the mission and
the FMB to accept the invitation to teach in the seminary, he
hesitated. He wrote, “| feel very strongly that one should have
considerable experience in itinerating preaching before one is
fitted to teach others to preach.” In spite of his reservations,
he began teaching in the fall term of 1923. His first courses
included a New Testament course (in Chinese), courses in
Greek, Old Testament, and Comparative Religions for students

who understood English.

Rankin was a popular teacher with the students in spite
of their reservations about foreigners. He was young, being
only 29 vyears old when he began to teach. He was open to
the students’ concerns and to the issues of the times. A good
example of his willingness to understand people with whom
he might disagree is this: he once met with Mikhail Borodin,
the representative of the Soviet Union to the Kuomintang and
advisor to Sun Yat-sen in Guang Zhou. In a reference to the
interview with the Communist Borodin, he demonstrated a trait
that would characterize his teaching and administrative career.
It was an unusual openness of mind that sought to understand
the other person’s point of view even though he did not agree
with it. He said of Borodin that he wished he could “get behind
that forehead of his and see through his eyes and his mind as
he saw... | tried to picture for myself the concept that man had
gained of Christianity [from Borodin’s life in Czarist Russia]...
and | was convinced...that if Christianity were actually and truly

what that man thought it was, | would be an atheist too.”

He understood the students and accepted their criticism
of the seminary. China was experiencing a period of anti-
foreigner and anti-Christian demonstrations and protests.
Missionaries and any individuals or institutions associated with
foreigners were accused of being Western Imperialists. In 1925

the British police fired on demonstrating students in Shanghai.

A few months later the same tragic reaction against a group of
students took place in Guang Zhou. Chinese students were
restless, critical, uncertain, and in a general state of rebellion. In
the new Republic of China “modern science” was the standard
of all education. The old style of Chinese education was not
acceptable to the present generation of students. On one
occasion the students at Graves Seminary petitioned the
seminary trustees in protest against the election of a Chinese
faculty member. They stated their complaint to be that “his
training was not high enough.” Under the strain of student
unrest and the unsettled conditions of government restrictions
on all forms of religious education in China, the seminary
president, Dr. B H. Anderson, resigned in 1925. He had been

president of the seminary for 14 years.

When Theron Rankin was asked to become the president
of Graves Seminary, he was at first hesitant to accept the
position. Among the barriers to his becoming president was
his age, he was barely 31 years old. There was his lack of
experience; he had been a teacher for only two years and had
been in China for only four years. The troubles of social unrest
that confronted the resigning president would remain a heavy
burden for a new president. But perhaps the most challenging
consideration was his growing conviction that Graves Seminary
should have a Chinese president and should be under the local
association rather than under the mission. Reluctantly, Rankin

became president of the seminary in 1925.7

In China about this time there was a widespread conviction
and in some cases action toward what would later be called
localization but was then named as a process of devolution. The
Leung Kwong Baptist Association® (organized in 1885) operated
an extensive program of ministries in the two provinces. Dong
Shan, a district of Guang Zhou, was the focal point for many
institutions of the association. Along with the churches there
were the following programs: a kindergarten, elementary and
middle schools for boys and for girls (Pui Ching and Pui Dou), a
hospital, an orphanage, a publishing house for all China (moved
to Shanghai in 1926), an old people’s home, a school for the
blind (Mo Kwong), a Bible training school for Christian women
(Pui In) and a theological seminary. Gradually most of these
institutions had come under the responsibility of the association.
However, the seminary had remained an institution of the
mission of Southern Baptists as it had been from the beginning.
Although Chinese trustees were elected to the seminary board,
the final decision on all matters of personnel, budget, and policy

had to be referred to the Foreign Mission Board in Richmond,



Virginia for final approval. To many of the Chinese leaders, this
seemed to continue the consciousness that the seminary was a

“foreign institution.”

In 1931 the Leung Kwong Baptist Association asked
the mission to adopt a policy of local responsibility by which
the seminary trustees (composed of both Chinese and
missionaries) would make all final decisions regarding the
seminary without referring matters to the FMB. Rankin was
aware that the FMB was not prepared to take this step. He
saw this as an opportunity to reverse the roles of the Chinese
leaders and the missionaries. For too long and far too often
both groups saw the missionaries as senior partners and the
Chinese as junior partners in Baptist life. Rankin wanted to
reverse the roles. The role of the missionary would be to
support and assist the Baptist association by providing funds,
personnel, and other means of help. In the South China
Mission Executive Committee he made a radical proposal. He
proposed that “the Mission discontinue operating the Graves
Theological Seminary not later than the school year 1933, and
that we state to the Leung Kwong Baptist Association that in
case they wish to conduct such a school we are prepared to
assist them in the teaching and financially...” Although some
missionaries saw this new relationship as a radical move and
some Chinese leaders thought the new responsibility was too
heavy for them to bear, Rankin’s proposal was approved by

both the association and the mission.’

Several significant results come from this momentous
decision of the Chinese Baptists and the South China mission.
One immediate action was the change of school name. The
Graves Baptist Seminary became the Leung Kwong Baptist
Seminary. More significantly a Chinese president was selected.
He was Rev. Lau Yuet Sing, pastor of the Dong Shan Baptist
Church. Rev. Lau was not only the first Chinese president
of a Baptist seminary in China, he was also the first national
president of any seminary associated with the FMB. And of
course, he was the first president of the HKBTS. He began
as president in 1934 and continued his role as pastor and
president until 1937 when he was called to be pastor of the
Hong Kong (Caine Road) Baptist Church. The final gratifying
consequence of the association’s assuming responsibility for
operating the seminary was the increase in support of the

seminary by the Chinese churches.

Rankin reported his feelings after the first session under

the new administration as being very optimistic. “The session

thus far has been the most encouraging one since | have been
connected with the school. The Chinese leaders have taken
hold with a determination and spirit of consecration which
leads me to believe that the Seminary is now planted on a

foundation which will not give way...”

One year after completing his nine-year presidency
(1925-34) of the seminary, Rankin was asked in 1935 to serve
in the newly created position of FMB Secretary of the Orient
(now called Area Director). The FMB Executive Secretary, Dr.
Charles Maddry, divided Southern Baptist mission fields into
four areas with a regional secretary responsible for providing a
link between the FMB and the individual missionary on the field.
Rankin, whose office was moved to Shanghai, related to all the
missionaries in China and Japan (the only Asian countries with

Southern Baptist missionaries at the time).

As Secretary for the Orient, Rankin represented the FMB
at the momentous centennial celebration of Baptists in China.
The meetings were held in Guang Zhou in 1936 one hundred
years after the arrival of the Shucks in Macau in 1836. Over
900 Chinese Baptists participated with representatives from all

the associations/conventions and missions present.

In 1939 Rankin convened a meeting in Kaifeng with
representatives from all of the SBC mission in China along with
representatives from their affiliated conventions. Plans were
drawn up for three important advances. First, an advanced
theological school for all of China was to be established at
Kaifeng. Second, the production and distribution of Christian
literature was to be increased through the China Baptist
Publication Society.'® The third plan called for an all-China
evangelistic campaign in Baptist churches during 1940. These
were indeed bold goals in the face of the war with Japan in
China and the war with Germany in Europe. This spirit of

advance in the face of difficulty was typical of great difficulties.

Dr. Rankin was responsible for aiding missionaries in
either their evacuation from the war zone or assisting in
their relocation to West China during the 1937-45 war with




Japan. He was in Hong Kong on December 25, [941, when it
surrendered to the Japanese. He, along with other missionaries
and expatriates, was interned in Stanley Prison until July 1942
when he was repatriated to the USA. "'

Seminary classes were often suspended during the
Japanese occupation of Guang Zhou. During this troubled time,
the Chinese faculty and students moved to West China and
continued their education in the western cities of Shiu Hing
and Lian Dung. In 1945 at the end of the war the seminary
reopened. The civil war began to disturb life once again and by
October I, 1949, the Communist liberation resulted in religious
repression that caused the seminary to finally be closed in 1951.
For more than 100 years (1845-1951) Baptists had openly
shared the gospel of Jesus Christ in Guang Zhou. For 85 years
Baptists had provided theological education for Baptist leaders.

In many ways this was the end of an era of Baptist life in China.

In January, the year World War Il ended (1945), Theron
Rankin was unanimously selected by the FMB trustees to
become the Executive Secretary of the FMB. He was the first
former missionary to be elected as the head of the Southern
Baptist's international missions program.'> Although his
leadership through the FMB was highly significant, his direct

relationship to Hong Kong and China was more indirect.

As the title of his biography described him, he was, "M.
Theron Rankin: Apostle of Advance. " His driving vision for
Southern Baptists in the period after World War Il was for
“advance.” He challenged Baptists to advance by giving more
to missions, advance by sending more missionaries, advance by
entering new countries. For example, in 1946 Southern Baptists
were supporting 550 missionaries. In 1948 Rankin challenged
them to reach a goal of sending | 750 missionaries (an increase
of more than 300%). "

It was during his administration that Southern Baptists
entered new countries and regions in Asia. Before World War ||
Southern Baptists had missionaries only in two Asian countries,
China and Japan. After the war they entered Taiwan, Korea,
Malaysia, Singapore, Thailand, Indonesia, the Philippines, and from
1949 Hong Kong. A large part of the advance to new countries
and regions occurred because all Southern Baptist missionaries
left China by the year 1951. The door into China was now
closed to missionaries from the outside.

But the exit door from China was wide open. The flood of

refugees leaving China is well known to all of us. Among those

coming to Hong Kong were many Baptist church members,
some pastors, many missionaries, some institutions, and even a
few seminary students from the LKBS. These students are very
important since they began their studies in Guang Zhou and

they became members of the first few classes of the HKBTS.

The year 1951 was a tremendous year. The LKBS closed
its doors for good. The last Southern Baptist missionary left
China as did the missionaries of all other Christian groups at
about the same time. HKBTS began its first classes in 1951.
Baptist church membership in Hong Kong was increasing. The
need for additional church staff was growing. One of the
important connections between the Guang Zhou and Hong
Kong seminaries was the refugee students from the LKBS who
earnestly desired to complete their seminary training. During a
youth conference being held at St. Stephen’s College in Stanley,
a group of Baptist leaders met for prayer and planning for a new
Baptist seminary in Hong Kong. On April 2, 1951 the Hong
Kong Baptist Association (later called Convention) approved the
proposal to establish a theological seminary.* As the discussion
turned to the question of who should lead the new school, it
was obvious that Rev. Lau Yuet-sing was the most experienced
and qualified person to serve as the first president. It should
be pointed out that from the beginning the seminary was an
institution of the Hong Kong Baptist Convention with trustees
elected by that body. As Rankin had pointed out in the case
of the LKBS in1933, the Chinese Baptists would be the senior
partner and the mission would be a junior and supporting

partner in the life of the seminary.

Before | came to Hong Kong in 1970, a few old Baptists
told me that | would be going to the seminary that was moved
from Guang Zhou to Hong Kong. This opinion was not correct.
The two schools do not have a direct historical link as do other
schools in Hong Kong.'> But the two schools do have several

interesting connections which should be remembered.

[. The first president of HKBTS was the first Chinese
president of LKBS, Rev. Lau Yuet Sing.

2. The year 1951 was the year of closing the Guang
Zhou seminary and the year of opening the Hong

Kong seminary.

3. Students from the LKBS who were refugees in Hong
Kong wanted a place to complete their preparation for a

Baptist ministry in a Baptist seminary.



4. Missionaries who had served in Guang Zhou were

relocated in Hong Kong.

5. Before 1951 the logical place for Hong Kong church
leaders to receive Baptist theological education was in
Guang Zhou. The Closing of China made the birth of
HKBTS an imperative for Baptists.

M. Theron Rankin spoke to Southern Baptists in 1937
concerning the major role Chinese Baptists were assuming in
the Baptist institutions of China. He quoted the words of Jesus,
“except a grain of wheat fall into the ground and dies, it abides
alone, but if it dies it bears much fruit.” (John 12:24) He then
said, “As this Chinese Baptist consciousness grows, increasing
Chinese initiative develops. As good Baptists these people insist
in many instances on working out their own interpretations and
positions through their growth and experience, even though
in this process they be involved in painful errors. Certainly
we have demanded this right in our own history” He spoke
of Chinese Baptist seminaries and other schools when he
concluded, “In the institutions of training we cannot expect
to train Chinese to be good Southern Baptists, but we must
expect them to be good Chinese Baptists who will be able
under the direct guidance of the Holy Spirit to possess their

own souls.”

The “Apostle of Advance,” M. Theron Rankin, died on June
27, 1953. The Hong Kong Baptist Theological Seminary was
born two years earlier in 1951, the same year the Leung Kwong

Baptist Theological Seminary died.

Footnotes

1 In this presentation content footnotes will be used to provide
background information which may be of interest to the
reader. Since the nature of the oral presentation is informal
no effort to document sources will be made. The Rankin
Memorial Library was so named in 1953 after his death.

2 The name of the association came from two provinces, Guang
Dong and Guang Xi.

3 Rankin’s doctoral dissertation in 1928 at the Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary was a critical study of the newly created
National Christian Council of China. In this examination
he was remarkably open to the positive elements of the rising
ecumenical movement as a voluntary co-operative effort.
His negative criticism focused on the threat of church union
emphases of some participants in the Council as illustrated by
the newly formed United Church of China formed in the year
he began his study. His work would make a good study for
understanding Southern Baptist interpretation of ecumenism
from the perspective of missions.

4 The same pattern of separate schools for men and for women

was established in Guang Zhou in 1909 with the founding
of Pui In Traning School for Women. Mrs. Greene and her
daughter, Valleria, both served as principals of Pui In.

5 As early as 1846, one year after the establishment of the

Southern Baptist Convention, the new Foreign Mission
Board appointed Dr. Francis C. Johnson to be a theological
teacher in Guang Zhou. However, after three years on the
field, he like many other early missionaries, had to return to
the USA because of health reasons.

6 The name of the seminary was not always consistently used.

For example it was sometimes referred to as the Dung Shan
Seminary, or Guang Zhou Seminary, or Graves Seminary, and
finally and officially the Leung Kwong Baptist Seminary. The
school was often referred to as a theological college.

7 During the school year 1927-28, he was on missionary

furlough in order to research and write his doctoral
dissertation in Southern Baptist Seminary.

8 The South China Mission of the Southern Baptists had

earlier encompassed these two provinces, Guang Dong and
Guang Xi. In China the Associations served as regional
bodies that carried out programs of work by means of trustees
elected by the churches in annual session. At this time there
was no single convention of Baptist Churches in China.
In 1930 the China Baptist Alliance was formed bringing
together churches from most of the associations and foreign
mission groups.

9 It is always important to see events in their context. The

decision of Rankin and the mission was certainly based on
the principle of Chinese responsibility and control in Chinese
Baptist institutions. There is the further rationale related
to economic conditions. The Wall Street crash of 1929 and
the Great Depression (at its height in 1933) caused a drastic
decline in mission funds for Southern Baptists. The same
financial crisis led to the resignation of mission seminary
teachers. At one point Rankin considered closing the
seminary. He decided, instead, to reduce the classes and keep
the seminary open on a limited scale rather than close the
school altogether.

10 The China Baptist Publication Society was originally located
in Guang Zhou. It was moved to Shanghai in 1926. It was
finally moved to Hong Kong in 1951 where it became known
simply as the Baptist Press.

11 In an ironic twist of events, Rankin had his longest and last
ministry in Hong Kong in Stanley. It was there in nearby
St Stephen's College in 1950 that a group of Hong Kong
Baptists, both missionaries and Chinese leaders, would meet

to plan for the beginning of the HKBTS.

12 After his election to the position of Executive Secretary,
every succeeding Executive Secretary has been a missionary.

13 Although it was not Rankin’s program, “A Million More in
'54” was adopted by Southern Baptists in the year of his death
to promote evangelism and church growth.

14 The preparation committee was composed of four pastors: Lau
Yuet-sing, Daniel Cheung, Au-yeung Hing-cheung, and John
Chan; five laymen: Lam Chi-fung, Tam Hei-tin, To Chiu-
sing, Tsoi Wai-fung, and Lee Mang-pui; and four missionaries:
James Belote, Victor Frank, Ronald Fuller, and Charles
Culpepper, Sr.

15 An example of this institutional transfer is Chung Chi
College in the Chinese University of Hong Kong.
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The Second Graduation Ceremony

Theological Education for Filipino Leaders (TEFL) is a study
program co-organized by HKBTS and the Philippine Baptist
Theological Seminary. The second graduation ceremony has
been held on June 3 in which twenty-five students graduated, five

being awarded diploma while

twenty awarded certificates.

The ceremony was held in the HKBTS chapel. Dr. Joyce Abugan,
President of the Philippine Baptist Theological Seminary, presented
the diplomas and exhorted the graduates with a message entitiled

“Following Jesus...Leading in His Church.”

Besides, Dr. Joshua
Cho, HKBTS Vice President,

welcomed the audience

and presented certificates to the graduates. Among those
honored was the first man to graduate in TEFL. For the

first time, the certificates were awarded in absentia to five

students having already returned to their homeland to
accept positions of leadership in churches. We are pleased - m
to thank God for leading them to serve in the Philippines as

TEFL is designed to train Filipinos to be leaders in churches both in Hong Kong and in the Philippines.

We were saddened to award our first posthumous certificate to long time Hong Kong resident
and Sha Tin Baptist Church member, Ms. Rosa Bailon. Afthough she passed away only a few weeks
before the graduation, her heart like that of other graduates to take time to study after work to be

used by the Lord will continue to inspire many Christian brothers and sisters.

Thank God that since
the program began in 2003,

our enrollment in 2006 has
increased to 236 students.
Since graduation takes place
every two years, the TEFL
program can look forward
to an even larger graduation
in 2009.

~a
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Academic Affairs News

1. Summer Intensive Courses

Two courses were held from late May to early
June. They were "Family Counseling” and “The
Gospel of Matthew” taught by Dr. Kevin K. T. Mok
(Assistant Professor, Practical Theology: Counseling
Psychology) and Dr. Joshua W. T. Cho,
Professor of Christian Thoughts (Systematic
Theology) respectively.

. Faculty Retreat

The Retreat will be held from August 4 through
6 and Dr. Joshua W.T. Cho, Vice President and
Academic Dean, will speak on the topic “Character

Formation in Theological Education.”

. Emeritus Professor

Dr. Jerry E. Moye, Professor of Old Testament and
Spirituality, will begin to retire this August. He
was granted the title of Emeritus Professor by
the Seminary's Board of Trustees to honour his
contribution to the teaching of the Seminary. We
are grateful for Dr. Moye’s faithful service in the
past twenty eight years in which our students have
benefited greatly. After retirement, Dr. Moye will
continue to teach the Old Testament and spirituality
in the Seminary and may God continue to lead him in

his ministry.
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Faculty News

Dr.Vincent C. P, Lau, Assistant Professor of Practical
Theology (Christian Ethics), wrote an article
"Controversy over Public Funding to the Baptist
Institutions in Colonial Hong Kong and the United
States from the 1950s to the 1970s,” which was
published in Baptist History and Heritage (Spring
2007).

Dr. Joshua W.T. Cho, Professor of Christian Thought
(Systematic Theology) spoke on the topic “Reflection
on the Ecclesiology of Hong Kong Churches” at
a seminar organized by the Lutheran Theological
Seminary, Hong Kong on April 27. In addition,
Dr. Cho conducted a workshop on “Theological
Education: Training Leadership that Cares” at the
Seventh Congress of the Asia Baptist Conventions
held in Chiang Mai, Thailand from May 2 through 6.

Dr. Andres S. K. Tang, Professor of Christian
Thought (Theology and Culture) presented a paper
entitled “The Pneumatological Epistemology of the
Theology of Colin E. Gunton” at the Ninth Academic
Conference of the Hong Kong Theologians’ Fellowship
on June 18. Dr.Tang wrote a book Where Word
Breaks Off: The Philosophical and Theological Reflection
of the Brokenness of the Way / Logos apart from the
Word published by Logos Publishers Ltd. in July. His
articles: “Rethinking of Mahayana Theology: Focusing
on the Mahakaruna and Prajna of Bodhisativa and
Christ” was published by Solitudo 16 (Spring-Summer
2007); “A Tien-tai Buddhistic Interpretation of Karl

Barth’s Christology” was published by Regent Review
of Christian Thoughts 5 (2006).




Visitors

» Seven pastoral workers from Shangdong Province
visited the Seminary for an exchange study from June
22 through 27.

Lay Theological Education
Department

Enrolment is welcome for the following
programs in October:

Master of Christian Studies (Major in Christian

Communication)

Aim : To assist Christians with
university level of education
to integrate Christianity and
communication theories with
the intention of reflecting
theologically on present social
situations and conditions and in
order to communicate effectively
the Christian message.

Classes are conducted twice every week. The deadline
for enrolment is August 24.

Bachelor / Diploma / Certificate of Christian

Studies

Aim : To provide basic theological
training for Christians having
at least completed secondary
education and to equip them
holistically by giving them
knowledge of the Christian
faith and training them to put
their faith into practice. They
are prepared to be witnesses in
their social role and as lay priests
in their church ministries.

Certificate Programs : Certificate Program in Christian
Studies; Certificate Program in

Music Ministry

Diploma Programs : Diploma Program in Biblical
Studies; Diploma Program in
Music Ministry; Diploma Program

in Care and Counseling Ministry

Bachelor Programs  : With programs majoring in

Biblical Studies, Music Ministry,
Care and Counseling Ministry

Two to three classes held in the evening every week. The

deadline for enrolment is August 2.

Early Childhood Christian Education Diploma /

Certificate Program

Aim . To equip those interested in
gaining knowledge and skills to
work with children from birth
to age five (e.g. infant tutors,
church clerks, Christian parents,
kindergarten Christian teachers
and other Christians).

Classes will be held on Friday evenings. The deadline for
enrolment is August 31.

Christian Sports Ministry Diploma / Certificate

Program

Aim : To provide systematic training
in ministry skills and basic
theological knowledge to those
who are interested in promoting
a Christian sports ministry or
becoming a sports ministry
worker in the church.

Classes will be held on Friday evenings. The deadline for
enrolment is September 21.

Ministry Calling and Preparation Certificate

Program

Aim : To equip Christians who are
exploring God’s calling and
committed to full time Christian
ministry to have a mature
spirituality and Christian life.

This is a one-year program, and classes will be held on
Tuesday and Thursday evenings.

The deadline for enrolment is September 0.

For enquiry and enrolment, call 2711 2551 or fax to
ltedinfo@hkbts.edu.hk., or log on our website www.hkbts.
edu.hk/Ited.



Distance Education Program

The next diploma programs will begin in September while the certificate programs can begin at any time.

Correspondence and On-line Programs

Name of Program

Program Description

Admission Requirements

Date of
Commencement

Registration Deadline

Diploma in Bible Studies
Program

Through an in-depth
study of a specific book
of the Bible, students are
trained to do systematic
hermeneutics and Bible
study.

Diploma in Christian
Studies Program

Designed for equipping
students for ministry,
the program helps
students strengthen
their foundation in the
Christian faith, doctrine
and theology.

Secondary school leavers
with a church pastor's
recommendation

Higher Diploma in Bible
Studies / Christian Studies
Programs

Further studies for
students completing the
certificate program

Completion of the
Certificate Program and
with a church pastor's
recommendation

March and September

March semester
Hong Kong: February 10
Overseas : January 25

September semester
Hong Kong : August |0
Overseas : July 25

Certificate in N.T./ O.T.
Studies Program

On-line Certificate in New
Testament Studies Program

Introductory programs in
Bible study

All are welcome

Register at any time

Concessions in fees are available. Enquiries are

welcome.

Elective students: Students can choose correspondence courses according to their own interest. For details, please log on the “Distance

Education” website.

Special tuition fee concession: Group enrolment (2 persons or more) for the diploma programs that begin in September before the
deadline (according to the postal chop) or the certificate programs (on or before August 3 1) will receive
a 20% discount of the tuition fee in the first program registration.

Trial study of the on-line program is welcome: http://distance.hkbts.edu.hk.
For enquiries, call 2768 5105 or log on to www.hkbts.edu.hk/dist/

Baptist Heritage Week

Theme : Snapshots of the Early Baptist Leaders in China and Hong Kong (II)

Date
Oct. 9

Topic

Dr. James D. Belote

Speaker

Prof. Jerry E. Moye

Oct. 10

Rev. Lau Yuet-sing

Rev. Lau Siu-hong

Oct. | |

Ms. Jaxie Short

Prof. Jerry E. Juergens

Date
Time

: October 9-11,2007 (Tue-Thu)
[0:00-11:00 a.m.

Venue : Hong Kong Baptist Theological Seminary (Chapel) ; | Nin Ming Road, Sai O, Sai Kung (North), N.T.
Inquiry : Call 2768-5161 (Ms. Susanna Yuen)



Pastoral Continuing Education Center

Courses and talks offered from September to December

Course / Talk Lecturer

Types of Personality and Temperament Series

Date / Time

Personality, Temperament and Pastoral Ministry
(Basic Course)

President Alfred Kong | September 10 to October 22 (Monday) 2:30 — 5:30 pm/ |

Personality, Temperament and Pastoral Ministry
(Advance Course)

President Alfred Kong | October 29 to November 26 (Monday) 2:30 — 5:30 pm

Personality, Temperament and Family Relationship [ President Alfred Kong

Ist Talk : Introduction of Basic Characteristics of

“Personality”’

2nd Talk : Personality and the Husband—Wife
Relationship

3rd Talk : Personality and the Parents—Children
Relationship

December 3 (Monday) 10:00 am — 1:00 pm

December 3 (Monday) 2:30 — 5:30 pm
December 10 (Monday) 2:30 — 5:30 pm

What is the Church? What is the Purpose of the | Dr. AndresTang

Church?

October 8,22,28 (Monday) 10:00 — 1:00 pm

Programs jointly organized with Edna Wong Christian Worship and Arts Education Center

Using PowerPoint in the church

Mr. Kwan Kwong-chi

August 27 (Monday) 10:30 am — 12:00 pm

Using PowerPoint in the church: A Powerful
Means of Communication

Mr. Kwan Kwong-chi

September 10, 17,24 (Monday) 10:00 am — 1:00 pm

Christian Worship: A Space Set Apart

Dr. Philip Chan et al.

November |2 (Monday) 10:00 am — 5:00 pm

* Members of Alumni Association of the Seminary, graduates of the Seminary, ministers and theological students of Baptist churches
(including practicum students and students taking degree courses in the Lay Theological Education Department, full-time students
in the 13 member seminaries of the Hong Kong Theological Education Association) can have tuition fee concessions. For details,

please refer to the application form in the course pamphlet.

For application and enquiries, please contact 2782 9787 by phone, 2630 1373 by fax or pce@hkbts.edu.hk by email. An application form

can be downloaded from the Seminary's website: www.hkbts.edu.hk.

Publication News

Dr.Wong Fook Kong's new book, Old Testament Ethics (the
third volume in the Seminary's Church Ethics series) will be
published in August. This book introduces Old Testament ethics
through a new approach. First, ethics is approached chapter
by chapter in relationship to the following topics: hermeneutics,
Old Testament laws, Old Testament narratives, wisdom
literature, prophetic literature, biological engineering, divorce,
and legal moralism. Besides, each topic is approached from
the perspectives of utilitarianism, deontology and virtue ethics

respectively.

The Seminary's academic bi-annual journal, Hill Road (Issue
[9) was published in July. The theme of this issue is "Body as a

Metaphor for the Church." There are five articles exploring the

theme. They are the following: “The Body
of Yahweh"” (Wong Ka-leung), “Gregory of
Nyssa on Human Body" (Francis Ching-wah
Yip), “The Ecumenical Foundation of the

Church: From the Perspective of Historical

Theology” (Fong Chun-ming), “The Church as the Body of
Christ:  Exploring the Concept of Metaphor according to
Samuel T. Coleridge” (David Lee), “The Church as the Disabled
Body of Christ” (Kung Lap-yan). Also in this issue are two
miscellaneous articles and several book reviews. For inquiry
and subscription to Hill Road, please call 2768 5168 or email at
bts-inquiry@hkbts.edu.hk.



Smay rumngy

2

* Alumna Lam Hau-ching (class of 2002) was ordained pastor of

Fanling Assembly of God Church on March |1.

* Alumnus Lin Yiu-wang (class of 2001) was ordained pastor of New

South Wales Presbyterian Church, Sydney, Australia on July 7.

E“ C L1 * Alumnus Li Chung-sang (class of 2004) was ordained pastor of
im | Yuen Long Baptist Church on July 8.

g e U

Summer Church Practicum (Beginning in
Mid-June)

All the Seminary's students will have their summer church
practicum. Pray that God will lead each student's ministry

and help them serve God and men faithfully in various
churches and Christian organizations.

Spiritual Formation Camp (August 20 - 22)

Pray that God will use the three-day camp to help
students to wait in quietness before Him and prepare
their hearts and souls for the new semester.




Financial Report
General Fund, 1 April - 31 May 2007

Income
Expenditure
Deficit

| will support The Hong Kong Baptist Theological Seminary by

O
O

praying for the Seminary's theological education ministry

contributing $ for
[] Educational Fund [] Others:

Name:

(Mr/Ms/Rev/Dr/Mr&Mrs)

Address:

Tel: Fax:

E-mail:

Donation Methods:
[] Crossed cheque payable to

"Hong Kong Baptist Theological Seminary"

[[] Cash either deliver to the Seminary or direct pay-in to our

Hang Seng Bank Account No. "242-026144-003"

HKS$
4,448,216.68
4,869,241.48

(421,024.80)

Credit card:  []VISA

Cardholder's Name:

[ MASTERCARD

Cardholder's Signature:
Card No::
Amount: HK$

Expiry date:

(Credit card charges are denominated in HK$)

Monthly Autopay by Bank Account or Credit Card —
autopay form will be forwarded to you

Please send cheque or bank deposit slip with this reply to the
Seminary at | Nin Ming Road, Sai O, Sai Kung North, N.T, Hong Kong.

Receipt will be issued and donation is tax-deductible.

Your name and donation amount will appear in the Seminary's
Newsletter. If you do not wish them to appear in the Newsletter, please
tick the right box.[]

Your personal data will only be used for issuing receipt and Seminary's
administration purposes.

For donation inquiry: Tel : (852) 2768 5113 or (852) 2715 951 |
Fax: (852) 2768 5102

Thank you for your support !

Publishing Supervisor: Alfred Y. C.Kong Editorial Consultant: Ruth Moye Editor: Ernest Ho Translator: Ernest Ho

Published by Hong Kong Baptist Theological Semainary Address: I, Nin Ming Road, Sai O, Sai Kung North, N.T., Hong Kong.
Fax: (852) 2768 5119 Web Address: http//www.hkbts.edu.hk

Tel: (852) 2715 951 1
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Education Fund (Church)

HEERIEEE 19,628.00
FREEY 2,000.00
SRR Y 1,000.00
DEAFEEE 7,000.00
ItEREEY 120,000.00
RWEFEEREE 800.00
FEHEEEY 750.00
WHEEY 7,000.00
HLREE 10,000.00
L EE 3,500.00
BHTEES 22,27430
ERFEEHTY 83,300.00
FEEBHIIEEHE 1,200.00
WEEEY 29,000.00
HBSEE 3,000.00
EEiREY 6,250.00
THEEEY 5,000.00
BEEEEAY 1,000.00
HHEEEEY 25,000.00
RS 3,000.00
BrEEe 90,000.00
HRIEEEY 2,333.00
PEREETEELSEE 500.00
REEETRFELE 1,000.00
EEHEEGELY 500.00
EEHEEGHEE 5,000.00

HKS$ 450,035.30
Chinese Indep. Baptist Church-S.F.  USD 540.00

Education Fund (Donor/Organization)

L. Y.NG 500.00
Mr. & Mrs. John Dockerill 3,000.00
Tham Lai Yuow 7,500.00
BEETE 300.00
AR 100.00
bAN e 3,000.00
[CE=EL0] 2,000.00
REEEE 500.00
SLRETE 500.00
ESEE 1,000.00
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President Council

FEHE

DONORS REPORT FOR APRIL 2007

1,000.00
300.00
300.00

5,000.00
200.00

9,000.00
400.00
600.00

. 1,000.00

100.00
300.00
300.00
600.00
500.00
300.00
1,000.00
2,000.00
500.00
100.00
500.00
500.00
140.00
500.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
400.00
300.00
1,000.00
500.00
3,000.00
500.00
430.00
40.40

52,710.40
USD 100.00

2,000.00

Scholarship and Bursaries

FHEER)EEREY 5,000.00
FF 200.00
HKS$ 5,200.00

Church Music Education
KEIANTT HK$ 50,000.00

Lay Theological Education Program

HE L 300.00
AR 500.00
AR 1,500.00
BEE 35.00
HKS 233500

LTED Busary Fund

EE=E=Y] 1,000.00
\EEEK 500.00
HK$ 1,500.00

Distance Education Program

Ernest & Sylvia Ho 2,000.00
g 3,000.00
BN 1,000.00
HIE 1,000.00
EAK 30,000.00

HK$ 37,000.00

Local Filipino Program

HIEREREHY 5,704.00
MYY 300.00
SRR 5,000.00
[y 200.00
B - e 300.00
HK$  11,504.00
BIFEEEEHE USD6.00

Annual Concert
2R HK$ 500.00



Education Fund (Church)
NEEHEEEE(EE
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RIFRES
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EED IS ERE
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HIFERES
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EEEE4E
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BBy EEaEEy

HKS$

50,000.00
2,000.00
20,000.00
1,000.00
800.00
750.00
7,000.00
3,000.00
4,000.00
3,500.00
28,390.70
83,300.00
1,200.00
3,000.00
5,000.00
26,060.80
1,000.00
1,000.00
3,000.00
3,177.50
2,662.00
3,750.00
500.00

254,091.00

Education Fund (Donor/Organization)

EETESEHRAR
Mr. & Mrs. John Dockerill
Tham Lai Yuow
KEANTT
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RS

P

33,000.00
3,000.00
12,000.00
1,000.00
300.00
100.00
3,000.00
2,000.00
10,000.00
500.00
1,000.00
2,000.00
20,000.00

DONORS REPORT FOR MAY 2007
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President Council

8 H 1B HK$

300.00
500.00
300.00
800.00
400.00
400.00
100.00
300.00
300.00
600.00
1,000.00
500.00
500.00
300.00
10,000.00
500.00
1,200.00
500.00
100.00
500.00
500.00
140.00
500.00
500.00
300.00
1,000.00
400.00
300.00
500.00
500.00
2,700.00
1,000.00
370.00
30.00

115,740.00

2,000.00

Scholarship and Bursaries
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FER)WERES
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HK$

Book Fund
FREEZMREEEEY HKS

33,000.00
5,000.00
3,000.00

200.00

16,108.00

57,308.00

451.14

Lay Theological Education Program
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Distance Education Program
Ernest & Sylvia Ho

g R

g

HKS$

Local Filipino Program
MYY

REER
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HKS$

2,020.00
300.00
560.00

1,500.00
504.00

4,884.00

1,000.00
500.00
500.00

2,000.00

2,000.00
23,000.00
1,000.00

26,000.00

300.00
5,000.00
300.00
5,600.00



Precious Moments

April 5 The Second Choir Festival of the Hong Kong

A ‘ . Filipino Bapti
! :5 ieelc;nctl %ﬁozr Festwal‘ was organized by the Seminafy’;s;E(Is‘lL";: e
at Isim Sha Tsui Bapyist Church with choirs from twelye Fi(l)igz

Babii .
aptist churches or congregations participating

April 8 Annual Concert of Worship andtll’{r:lt;se

This concert was held at the Cultwral’ C;f;te;‘ (Eg:::a}m e
A “Praisi ife:

Thiss Prl?gfiliiqjj Sltzus lived on earth, and we

On that evening, we recatled T
offered Him praise, thanksgiving and prayer.

May 10 Commissioning Ceremony for our Graduates
In the ceremony, all the faculty and students offered up our graduates
to God in prayer: asking that God would help them reaffirm their
consecration as God leads them into various fields of service.

May 31 Special Awards

and Long-Service Awards

Presentation Ceremony

. Professor Jerry E. Moye who has taught
in the Seminary for 28 years will retire in
August. The Board of Trustees praised
him for his academic contribution to the
Seminary and awarded him the title of
Emeritus Professor.

After the ceremony, presiders,
those who sponsor the awards
and awardwinning students,
staff and faculty were pictured
together on stage.
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