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Augustine’s Doctrine of Creation

�*�V�S�Q�� �E�� �L�M�W�X�S�V�M�G�E�P�� �T�I�V�W�T�I�G�X�M�Z�I���� �M�X�� �M�W�� �Y�R�H�I�R�M�E�F�P�I�� �X�L�E�X�� �R�I�M�X�L�I�V��
�X�L�I���I�E�V�P�]���'�L�Y�V�G�L���*�E�X�L�I�V�W���R�S�V���X�L�I���6�I�J�S�V�Q�I�V�W���W�E�[���±�I�R�Z�M�V�S�R�Q�I�R�X�E�P��
protection” as an issue of concern. It is only because of the 
worsening global pollution and climate change in recent times 
that environmental issues have gained the attention of the 
church community. However, this does not mean that the 
�I�E�V�P�]�� �'�L�V�M�W�X�M�E�R�� �P�M�X�I�V�E�X�Y�V�I�� �M�W�� �M�V�V�I�P�I�Z�E�R�X�� �X�S�� �X�L�M�W�� �G�S�R�X�I�Q�T�S�V�E�V�]��
discussion. As a matter of fact, the Old and New Testaments 
do not directly address the issue of environmental protection 
�I�M�X�L�I�V���� �F�Y�X�� �X�L�I�� �7�G�V�M�T�X�Y�V�I�W�� �V�I�Q�E�M�R�� �E�� �T�V�M�Q�E�V�]�� �V�I�J�I�V�I�R�G�I�� �J�S�V�� �X�L�I��
�'�L�V�M�W�X�M�E�R�� �T�I�V�W�T�I�G�X�M�Z�I�� �S�R�� �M�X�� �X�S�H�E�]���� �0�M�O�I�[�M�W�I���� �X�L�I�V�I�� �E�V�I�� �Q�E�R�]��
�Z�E�P�Y�E�F�P�I�� �H�S�G�Y�Q�I�R�X�W�� �M�R�� �X�L�I�� �L�M�W�X�S�V�]�� �S�J�� �X�L�I�� �'�L�Y�V�G�L�� �X�L�E�X�� �G�E�R��

from nature within or without, being inseparable from it; otherwise, 
�X�L�M�W���[�S�Y�P�H���F�I���E���H�Y�E�P�M�W�X�M�G���E�R�X�L�V�S�T�S�P�S�K�]��

�8�L�M�W���M�W���[�L�]���X�L�I���7�S�R���S�J���+�S�H���R�I�I�H�W���X�S���F�I�G�S�Q�I���¾�I�W�L���E�Q�S�R�K��
�Y�W�� �X�S�� �H�I�P�M�Z�I�V�� �Y�W�����8�L�I�� �F�I�X�V�E�]�E�P�� �S�J�� �L�Y�Q�E�R�W�� �E�K�E�M�R�W�X�� �+�S�H�� �[�E�W�� �E�R��
�E�G�X�� �S�J�� �X�L�I�� �[�L�S�P�I�� �T�I�V�W�S�R�W���� �X�L�I�V�I�J�S�V�I���� �+�S�H�� �G�E�R�R�S�X�� �N�Y�W�X�� �W�E�Z�I��
�S�Y�V�� �W�S�Y�P�W�� �E�R�H�� �J�S�V�W�E�O�I�� �S�Y�V�� �¾�I�W�L�����8�L�I�� �[�E�]�� �.�I�W�Y�W�� �'�L�V�M�W�X�� �W�E�Z�I�H�� �Y�W��
corresponded to how humans sinned. He saves our souls as 
�[�I�P�P���E�W���S�Y�V���¾�I�W�L�����8�L�I�V�I�J�S�V�I�����X�L�I���I�E�V�P�]���G�L�Y�V�G�L���R�S�X���S�R�P�]���Z�E�P�M�H�E�X�I�H��
�X�L�I���H�I�M�X�]���S�J���.�I�W�Y�W�����F�Y�X���E�G�G�I�R�X�Y�E�X�I�H���X�L�E�X���,�I���[�E�W���E�P�W�S���J�Y�P�P�]���L�Y�Q�E�R����
�W�M�R�G�I���[�L�E�X���'�L�V�M�W�X���L�E�W���R�S�X���E�W�W�Y�Q�I�H�����,�I���L�E�W���R�S�X���W�E�Z�I�H�����1�S�V�I�S�Z�I�V����
�J�S�V�� �L�Y�Q�E�R�W� �́� �W�S�Y�P�W�� �E�R�H�� �¾�I�W�L�� �X�S�� �F�I�� �W�E�Z�I�H���� �X�L�I�� �I�E�V�X�L�� �S�R�� �[�L�M�G�L�� �[�I��
live and everything else on the earth also need to be saved; or else 
�X�L�M�W���[�S�Y�P�H���F�I���E���H�Y�E�P�M�W�X�M�G���W�S�X�I�V�M�S�P�S�K�]�� No wonder the apostle Paul 
�W�E�M�H�����±�?�M�R�� �L�S�T�I�A�� �X�L�E�X�� �X�L�I�� �G�V�I�E�X�M�S�R�� �M�X�W�I�P�J�� �[�M�P�P�� �F�I�� �W�I�X�� �J�V�I�I�� �J�V�S�Q�� �M�X�W��
bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of 
�X�L�I���G�L�M�P�H�V�I�R���S�J���+�S�H�²�����6�S�Q�����������
��

�7�E�P�Z�E�X�M�S�R���E�W���W�Y�G�L���M�W���L�S�P�M�W�X�M�G���E�R�H���Y�R�M�Z�I�V�W�E�P�����%�W���[�V�M�X�X�I�R���M�R���X�L�I��
�+�S�W�T�I�P�W�����E�J�X�I�V���F�I�M�R�K���V�I�W�Y�V�V�I�G�X�I�H���J�V�S�Q���X�L�I���H�I�E�H�����.�I�W�Y�W���E�T�T�I�E�V�I�H��
�M�R�� �J�P�I�W�L���� �R�S�X�� �E�W�� �E�R�� �E�[�E�O�I�R�I�H�� �W�S�Y�P���� �F�I�J�S�V�I�� �,�M�W�� �Q�E�R�]�� �H�M�W�G�M�T�P�I�W����
He was in a glorious body which would no longer suffer from 
�H�I�E�X�L�����0�E�X�I�V���S�R�����X�L�I���G�S�R�J�I�W�W�M�S�R���X�L�E�X���±�-���F�I�P�M�I�Z�I�©�X�L�I���V�I�W�Y�V�V�I�G�X�M�S�R��

�S�J�� �X�L�I�� �F�S�H�]�²�� �[�E�W�� �Q�E�H�I�� �M�R�� �X�L�I�� �%�T�S�W�X�P�I�W� �́� �'�V�I�I�H�����8�L�I�R���� �[�I�� �G�E�R��
understand why both new heavens and new earth are what the 
eschatological future holds for us as mentioned in Revelation. 
�;�L�E�X�� �X�L�I�� �+�S�H�L�I�E�H�� �M�W�� �K�S�M�R�K�� �X�S�� �W�E�Z�I�� �E�R�H�� �G�S�R�W�Y�Q�Q�E�X�I�� �M�W�� �F�S�X�L��
heavens and earth. Not only will the heavens be renewed, so 
will be the earth. All that had been created will be transformed 
�M�R�X�S���T�I�V�J�I�G�X�M�S�R�����P�I�E�Z�M�R�K���R�S�X�L�M�R�K���F�I�L�M�R�H��

Examining from the perspectives of creation, salvation 
and eschatology, we realize how inseparable humans and the 
�I�G�S�P�S�K�M�G�E�P�� �I�R�Z�M�V�S�R�Q�I�R�X�� �K�I�R�Y�M�R�I�P�]�� �E�V�I�� Humans are not meant 
to survive without everything else that has been created, as 
from the beginning of time, to the time when humans fell, until 
the eschatological consummation. That is where we should 
begin when contemplating our caring responsibilities for the 
environment.

_____________________

��	�6�M�G�L�E�V�H���&�E�Y�G�O�L�E�Q����The Bible and Ecology: Rediscovering the 
Community of Creation�����;�E�G�S�����&�E�]�P�S�V���9�R�M�Z�I�V�W�M�X�]���4�V�I�W�W�������������
����
������

†	�%�P�P���7�G�V�M�T�X�Y�V�I���U�Y�S�X�E�X�M�S�R�W���E�V�I���X�E�O�I�R���J�V�S�Q���X�L�I���)�7�:��

Nathan Ng 
Professor of Christian Thought (Church History)

provide inspiration for 
�X �L � I� � �Q �S�H� I �V �R� � � ' �L �Y �V �G�L � �� �
Here, let’s reflect on the 
environmental implications 
of the doctrine of creation 
�S�J�� �X�L�I�� �Q�Y�G�L���G�I�P�I�F�V�E�X�I�H��
Church Father, Augustine 
�S�J���,�M�T�T�S�������������������
��

A u g u s t i n e ’ s 
doctrine of creation is 
�I�\�T�V�I�W�W�I�H���M�R���L�M�W���H�M�E�P�S�K�Y�I��
�[�M�X�L�� �1�E�R�M�G�L�E�I�M�W�Q�� �E�R�H��
N e o p l a t o n i s m , t h e 
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former sees the world as having two origins, the good and the 
evil, while the latter sees spirit as good and matter as evil. Based 
on the understanding that God is the source of all things, Augustine 
maintains that everything in the world is created by the will of 
God; this creation is not an event that happens overnight, but a 
gradual transformation of the goodness and order from potential 
�X�S�� �V�I�E�P�M�X�]�� �E�W�� �+�S�H�� �T�V�I�H�I�X�I�V�Q�M�R�I�W�����-�R�� �S�X�L�I�V�� �[�S�V�H�W���� �+�S�H�´�W�� �E�G�X�� �S�J��
�G�V�I�E�X�M�S�R�� �M�W�� �E�� �T�V�S�G�I�W�W�� �S�J�� �K�V�S�[�X�L�� �X�S�[�E�V�H�� �K�S�S�H�R�I�W�W�� �E�R�H�� �S�V�H�I�V����
the created world is not static, but in a continuous process. 
�%�Y�K�Y�W�X�M�R�I�� �I�\�T�V�I�W�W�I�W�� �X�L�M�W�� �M�R�� �X�I�V�Q�W�� �S�J�� �V�E�X�M�S�R�E�P�� �G�E�Y�W�I�W�� ��rationes 
causales�
���E�R�H���V�E�X�M�S�R�E�P���W�I�I�H�W����rationes seminales�
�����Q�I�E�R�M�R�K���X�L�E�X���E�P�P��
creatures have the potential to develop. This development does 
�R�S�X���G�S�Q�I���R�E�X�Y�V�E�P�P�]���F�]���M�X�W�I�P�J�����F�Y�X���K�V�E�H�Y�E�P�P�]�����[�M�X�L���+�S�H� �́W���T�V�S�Z�M�H�I�R�G�I��
and under His governance. This act of creation and providence 
�M�R�Z�S�P�Z�I�W���X�L�I���T�E�V�X�M�G�M�T�E�X�M�S�R���S�J���X�L�I���X�L�V�I�I���4�I�V�W�S�R�W���S�J���X�L�I���+�S�H�L�I�E�H����
�X�L�I���*�E�X�L�I�V���M�R�M�X�M�E�X�I�W���X�L�I���I�\�M�W�X�I�R�G�I���S�J���X�L�I���G�V�I�E�X�I�H���S�V�H�I�V�����X�L�I���7�S�R��
is the source of life and the paragon of wisdom, and the Holy 
�7�T�M�V�M�X���S�Z�I�V�W�I�I�W���X�L�I���T�V�S�G�I�W�W���F�]���[�L�M�G�L���X�L�I���K�S�S�H�R�I�W�W���S�J���G�V�I�E�X�M�S�R���M�W��
realized.

�7�Y�F�N�I�G�X�� �X�S�� �X�L�M�W�� �H�S�G�X�V�M�R�I�� �S�J�� �G�V�I�E�X�M�S�R���� �%�Y�K�Y�W�X�M�R�I���� �[�L�M�P�I��
adhering to a position similar to the doctrine of predestination 
to a certain degree, believes that the development of the world 
is not set in stone but involves the real interactions between 
�X�L�I�� �'�V�I�E�X�S�V�� �E�R�H�� �X�L�I�� �G�V�I�E�X�I�H�� Predestination is not the same 
as fatalism. Though the ending of the created world has been 
predetermined, there can be variations in the manifestation 
�S�J�� �M�X�W�� �H�I�W�X�M�R�]���� �%�Y�K�Y�W�X�M�R�I�� �I�\�T�P�M�G�M�X�P�]�� �W�X�E�X�I�W�� �X�L�E�X�� �+�S�H�� �G�V�I�E�X�I�H�� �X�L�I��
�[�S�V�P�H�� �E�G�G�S�V�H�M�R�K�� �X�S���±�Q�I�E�W�Y�V�I���� �R�Y�Q�F�I�V�� �E�R�H�� �[�I�M�K�L�X���²��Measure 
(mensura�
���Q�I�E�R�W���X�L�E�X���E���G�V�I�E�X�Y�V�I���M�W���R�S�X���E���P�M�Q�M�X�P�I�W�W���I�\�M�W�X�I�R�G�I�����F�Y�X��
�S�R�P�]�� �J�V�I�I�� �[�M�X�L�M�R�� �G�I�V�X�E�M�R�� �F�S�Y�R�H�E�V�M�I�W����number (numero�
�� �H�I�R�S�X�I�W��
the harmonious propor tions that a creature must process 
�X�S�� �Q�E�M�R�X�E�M�R�� �E�� �F�E�P�E�R�G�I�H�� �I�\�M�W�X�I�R�G�I�� �M�R�� �Z�E�V�M�S�Y�W�� �W�M�X�Y�E�X�M�S�R�W����weight 
(pondere�
���V�I�T�V�I�W�I�R�X�W���[�L�E�X���K�Y�M�H�I�W���X�L�I���K�S�S�H���S�V�H�I�V���S�J���X�L�I���G�V�I�E�X�I�H��
world toward the divinely predetermined end. Accordingly, 
all creatures are relatively free to act on their own, but their 
�E�G�X�M�S�R�W�� �[�M�P�P�� �F�V�M�R�K�� �E�F�S�Y�X�� �G�S�V�V�I�W�T�S�R�H�M�R�K�� �V�I�W�T�S�R�W�I�W�� �J�V�S�Q�� �+�S�H����
�E�R�H���+�S�H���Q�E�]�� �I�Z�I�R���K�Y�M�H�I�� �E�R�H���G�S�V�V�I�G�X���X�L�I�� �G�V�I�E�X�Y�V�I�� �F�]�� �Q�M�V�E�G�P�I�W��
and wonders. While the predetermined end ultimately rests on 
�+�S�H� �́W���[�M�P�P�����X�L�I���G�S�Y�V�W�I���M�W���W�L�E�T�I�H���F�]���X�L�I���G�L�S�M�G�I�W���S�J���X�L�I���G�V�I�E�X�Y�V�I�W����
�;�M�X�L�� �X�L�I�� �X�M�Q�I�P�]�� �X�V�M�K�K�I�V�M�R�K�� �S�J�� �H�M�J�J�I�V�I�R�X�� �M�R�G�I�R�X�M�Z�I�W���� �+�S�H�� �F�V�M�R�K�W��
things to their predetermined ends.

Creation and Environment Protection

Augustine’s doctrine of creation described above gives 
�G�S�R�X�I�Q�T�S�V�E�V�]�� �'�L�V�M�W�X�M�E�R�W�� �Q�E�R�]�� �M�R�W�M�K�L�X�W�� �[�L�I�R�� �M�X�� �G�S�Q�I�W�� �X�S�� �X�L�I��

�M�W�W�Y�I���S�J���I�R�Z�M�V�S�R�Q�I�R�X�E�P���T�V�S�X�I�G�X�M�S�R�����-���[�S�Y�P�H���P�M�O�I���X�S���W�Y�K�K�I�W�X���W�S�Q�I��

�S�J���M�X�W���M�Q�T�P�M�G�E�X�M�S�R���M�R���½�Z�I���T�S�M�R�X�W��

�����
	�)�R�Z�M�V�S�R�Q�I�R�X�E�P�� �T�V�S�X�I�G�X�M�S�R�� �M�W�� �G�S�R�W�M�W�X�I�R�X�� �[�M�X�L�� �+�S�H�´�W�� �[�M�P�P�� �J�S�V��
His creation: The natural world and humanity are both 
�+�S�H� �́W�� �K�S�S�H�� �G�V�I�E�X�M�S�R���� �'�L�V�M�W�X�M�E�R�W�� �W�L�S�Y�P�H�� �T�V�S�X�I�G�X�� �X�L�I�� �R�E�X�Y�V�E�P��
environment according to His will and strive to help realize 
�M�X�W�� �T�S�X�I�R�X�M�E�P�� �K�S�S�H�R�I�W�W�� �X�L�I�V�I�M�R���� �*�S�V�� �I�\�E�Q�T�P�I���� �[�I�� �W�L�S�Y�P�H��
preserve the natural environment so that it is suitable for 
�W�I�I�H�W���X�S���W�T�V�S�Y�X���R�E�X�Y�V�E�P�P�]���E�R�H���J�S�V���¾�I�H�K�P�M�R�K�W���X�S���L�E�Z�I���E���G�L�E�R�G�I��
to grow and soar.

�����
	�(�E�Q�E�K�M�R�K�� �X�L�I�� �R�E�X�Y�V�E�P�� �I�R�Z�M�V�S�R�Q�I�R�X�� �M�W�� �I�Z�M�P���� �-�X�� �M�W�� �[�I�P�P�� �O�R�S�[�R��
�X�L�E�X���%�Y�K�Y�W�X�M�R�I�� �V�I�K�E�V�H�I�H���±�I�Z�M�P�²�� �E�W�� �E�� �T�V�M�Z�E�X�M�S�R�� �S�J�� �K�S�S�H�R�I�W�W����
�(�E�Q�E�K�M�R�K�� �X�L�I�� �R�E�X�Y�V�E�P�� �I�R�Z�M�V�S�R�Q�I�R�X�� �M�W�� �R�S�X�� �S�R�P�]�� �Z�M�S�P�E�X�M�R�K�� �X�L�I��
�[�M�P�P�� �S�J�� �X�L�I���8�V�M�Y�R�I�� �+�S�H�� �J�S�V�� �G�V�I�E�X�M�S�R���� �F�Y�X�� �E�P�W�S�� �T�V�S�L�M�F�M�X�M�R�K�� �X�L�I��
manifestation of the divinely predetermined good order in 
the created world, so that the potential goodness cannot be 
�V�I�E�P�M�^�I�H�����8�L�M�W���P�I�E�H�W���X�S���E���T�V�M�Z�E�X�M�S�R���S�J���K�S�S�H�R�I�W�W�����L�I�R�G�I���M�X���M�W���E�R��
act of evil.

�����
	Environmental protection is the pursuit of harmony and 
order: Time and again, harmony and order is emphasized 
in Augustine’s doctrine of creation. This should also be 
�E�� �T�V�M�S�V�M�X�]�� �X�E�O�I�R�� �F�]�� �X�L�S�W�I�� �[�L�S�� �T�V�S�Q�S�X�I�� �I�R�Z�M�V�S�R�Q�I�R�X�E�P��
�T�V�S�X�I�G�X�M�S�R�����*�S�V���I�\�E�Q�T�P�I�����W�Y�T�T�V�I�W�W�M�R�K���X�L�I���S�Z�I�V�K�V�S�[�X�L���S�J���X�L�I�M�V��
competitors or natural enemies in order to give endangered 
species a better chance of survival should be considered 
appropriate in order to maintain a natural balance.

(4)	People should consider the consequences of environmental 
degradation: �;�L�I�R�� �L�Y�Q�E�R�W�� �Q�M�W�Y�W�I�� �S�Y�V�� �G�S�R�½�R�I�H�� �J�V�I�I�H�S�Q��
�X�S���H�I�W�X�V�S�]���X�L�I���R�E�X�Y�V�E�P���I�R�Z�M�V�S�R�Q�I�R�X�����+�S�H���[�M�P�P���E�G�X���M�R���V�I�W�T�S�R�W�I��
�X�S�� �X�L�I�� �H�I�G�M�W�M�S�R�W�� �[�I�� �Q�E�O�I���� �*�S�V�� �I�\�E�Q�T�P�I���� �K�P�S�F�E�P�� �[�E�V�Q�M�R�K��
caused by deforestation and epidemics triggered by the 
�M�R�H�M�W�G�V�M�Q�M�R�E�X�I�� �G�S�R�W�Y�Q�T�X�M�S�R�� �S�J�� �[�M�P�H�� �K�E�Q�I�� �Q�E�]�� �F�I�� �+�S�H�´�W��
warning signs for us to correct our errors, and we should 
�X�E�O�I���L�I�I�H���E�R�H���V�I�T�I�R�X��

(5)	God’s goodness is the ultimate goal: �'�L�V�M�W�X�M�E�R�W�� �W�Y�T�T�S�V�X��
�I�R�Z�M�V�S�R�Q�I�R�X�E�P�� �T�V�S�X�I�G�X�M�S�R�� �R�S�X�� �X�S�� �O�I�I�T�� �Y�T�� �[�M�X�L�� �X�V�I�R�H�W���� �R�S�V��
to gain the world’s approval, but to reveal the goodness of 
�+�S�H� �́W���G�V�I�E�X�M�S�R�����)�R�Z�M�V�S�R�Q�I�R�X�E�P���T�V�S�X�I�G�X�M�S�R���M�W���S�R�P�]���E���Q�I�E�R�W���X�S��
�E�R�� �I�R�H���� �E�R�H�� �X�L�I�� �Y�P�X�M�Q�E�X�I�� �K�S�E�P�� �M�W�� �+�S�H�����8�L�I�V�I�J�S�V�I���� �'�L�V�M�W�X�M�E�R�W��
should not use unbiblical and inappropriate means to 
�T�V�S�Q�S�X�I���X�L�I���G�E�Y�W�I���S�J���I�R�Z�M�V�S�R�Q�I�R�X�E�P���T�V�S�X�I�G�X�M�S�R��
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Pr actice

A Green Seminary – Where It Started

�, �S�R�K�� � / �S�R�K�� �&�E�T�X�M�W�X���8�L�I �S�P�S�K�M�G�E�P�� �7�I �Q�M�R�E�V �]� � �L�E�W��
long been aware of the significance of environmental 
conservation. In our ear ly years, the environmental 
protection efforts of the seminary focused on reducing 
�I�R�I�V�K�]�� �G�S�R�W�Y�Q�T�X�M�S�R�� �E�R�H�� �[�E�W�X�I�� �H�M�W�T�S�W�E�P���� �)�E�V�P�]�� �Q�I�E�W�Y�V�I�W��
�M�R�G�P�Y�H�I�� �Y�W�M�R�K�� �X�M�Q�I�V�W�� �X�S�� �Q�E�R�E�K�I�� �F�S�X�L�� �X�L�I�� �P�M�K�L�X�M�R�K�� �E�R�H�� �E�M�V��
conditioning system according to actual needs, using more 
�G�S�Q�T�E�G�X�� �¾�Y�S�V�I�W�G�I�R�X�� �P�E�Q�T�W���� �M�R�W�X�E�P�P�M�R�K�� �X�L�V�I�I���G�S�P�S�V�� �V�I�G�]�G�P�M�R�K��
�F�M�R�W���� �V�I�G�]�G�P�M�R�K�� �S�J�J�M�G�I�� �T�E�T�I�V���� �E�R�H�� �I�\�T�E�R�H�M�R�K�� �X�L�I�� �G�E�Q�T�Y�W��
green areas.

�;�L�I�R�� �4�V�S�J���� �.�S�W�L�Y�E�� �'�L�S�� �E�W�W�Y�Q�I�H�� �X�L�I�� �W�I�Q�M�R�E�V �]��
�T�V�I�W�M�H�I�R�G�]���M�R���������������L�I���J�Y�V�X�L�I�V�I�H���X�L�I���W�I�Q�M�R�E�V�]� �́W���I�Q�T�L�E�W�M�W��
�E�R�H�� �E�G�X�W�� �S�J�� �I�R�Z�M�V�S�R�Q�I�R�X�E�P�� �T�V�S�X�I�G�X�M�S�R���� �-�X�� �M�W�� �[�I�P�P�� �O�R�S�[�R��
�X�L�E�X�� �I�R�Z�M�V�S�R�Q�I�R�X�E�P�� �T�V�S�X�I�G�X�M�S�R�� �M�W�� �S�R�I�� �S�J�� �4�V�I�W�M�H�I�R�X�� �'�L�S�´�W��
�V�I�W�I�E�V�G�L���M�R�X�I�V�I�W�X�W�����-�R���������������W�T�S�R�W�S�V�I�H���F�]���X�L�I���)�R�Z�M�V�S�R�Q�I�R�X��
�E�R�H���'�S�R�W�I�V�Z�E�X�M�S�R���*�Y�R�H�����X�L�I���W�I�Q�M�R�E�V�]���G�S�R�H�Y�G�X�I�H���E�R���E�Y�H�M�X��
to review the use of energy and quantify the greenhouse 
�K�E�W�� �I�Q�M�W�W�M�S�R�W�� �E�W�W�S�G�M�E�X�I�H���[�M�X�L�� �X�L�I�� �F�Y�M�P�H�M�R�K�W�� �S�R�� �S�Y�V�� �7�E�M�� �3��
�G�E�Q�T�Y�W�����%�W���E���V�I�W�Y�P�X���S�J���X�L�I���E�Y�H�M�X���I�\�I�V�G�M�W�I�����I�R�I�V�K�] �I�J�½�G�M�I�R�G�]��
�I�R�L�E�R�G�I�Q�I�R�X�� �Q�I�E�W�Y�V�I�W���[�I�V�I�� �M�Q�T�P�I�Q�I�R�X�I�H���� �%�R�� �I�\�E�Q�T�P�I��
�S�J�� �X�L�I�� �Q�I�E�W�Y�V�I�W�� �M�W���X�L�I�� �V�I�T�P�E�G�I�Q�I�R�X�� �S�J�� �E�P�P�� �X�L�I�� �¾�Y�S�V�I�W�G�I�R�X��
lamps in the public areas, classrooms, and the library with 
�0�)�(���P�M�K�L�X���½�\�X�Y�V�I�W����

A Practice of Ecological Theology

�7�M�R�G�I�� ������������ �X�L�I�� �H�M�V�I�G�X�M�S�R�� �S�J�� �I�W�X�E�F�P�M�W�L�M�R�K�� �E�� �K�V�I�I�R��
seminary has become increasingly clear and focused. 
The greening initiatives formed are comprehensive and 
�T�V�S�E�G�X�M�Z�I���� �4�V�I�W�M�H�I�R�X�� �'�L�S�� �T�V�S�Q�S�X�I�W�� �'�L�V�M�W�X�M�E�R�� �T�V�M�R�G�M�T�P�I�W��
�S�J�� �V�I�W�T�S�R�W�M�F�M�P�M�X�M�I�W�� �J�S�V�� �I�R�Z�M�V�S�R�Q�I�R�X�E�P�� �[�I�P�P���F�I�M�R�K�� �X�L�V�S�Y�K�L��
edifying the school community during chapel hours. His 
sermons on such topics as Ecological Theology and A 
Green and Glossy Gospel�� �P�E�]�� �E�� �J�S�Y�R�H�E�X�M�S�R�� �J�S�V�� �'�L�V�M�W�X�M�E�R��
leaders to act and lead responsibly and theologically 
in environmental protection. The seminary’s launching 

The Journey toward
	 a Green Seminary

Celia Lam Juergens
Dean of Administrative Affairs

�S�J�� �M�X�W�� �G�E�Q�T�Y�W�� �I�\�X�I�R�W�M�S�R�� �T�V�S�N�I�G�X�� �E�R�H�� �X�L�I�� �G�S�R�X�M�R�Y�S�Y�W��
environmental devastation fostered by the road projects 
that surround our campus, prompt us to step up our 
�T�V�E�G�X�M�G�I���S�J���I�R�Z�M�V�S�R�Q�I�R�X�E�P���T�V�S�X�I�G�X�M�S�R�����-�R���������������X�L�I��Campus 
�)�R�Z�M�V�S�R�Q�I�R�X�E�P�� �'�S�R�W�Y�P�X�E�X�M�S�R�� �E�R�H�� �(�I�Z�I�P�S�T�Q�I�R�X�� �'�S�Q�Q�M�X�X�I�I��
�[�E�W�� �W�I�X�� �Y�T�� �X�S�� �T�V�S�Z�M�H�I�� �I�\�T�I�V �X�� �E�H�Z�M�G�I�� �X�L�E�X�� �[�M�P�P�� �P�I�E�H�� �X�S��
�X�L�I�� �I�W�X�E�F�P�M�W�L�Q�I�R�X�� �S�J�� �E�� �K�V�I�I�R�� �W�I�Q�M�R�E�V�]�����8�L�I�� �'�S�Q�Q�M�X�X�I�I��
proposed a series of greening initiatives, one of which 
has resulted in the rooftop solar energy generation project 
�F�I�M�R�K�� �G�E�V�V�M�I�H�� �S�Y�X�� �N�S�M�R�X�P�]�� �[�M�X�L�� �2�I�[�� �)�R�I�V�K�]�� �*�M�R�E�R�G�M�R�K�� �E�R�H��
�'�S�R�W�Y�P�X�M�R�K�� �0�M�Q�M�X�I�H���� �%�W�� �S�J�� �I�E�V�P�]�� ������������ �������� �T�L�S�X�S�Z�S�P�X�E�M�G��
�W�S�P�E�V�� �T�E�R�I�P�W���� �[�L�M�G�L�� �G�E�R�� �K�I�R�I�V�E�X�I�� �S�Z�I�V�� ���������������� �O�;�L�� �S�J��
�I�P�I�G�X�V�M�G�M�X�]�� �E�R�R�Y�E�P�P�]���� �[�I�V�I�� �M�R�W�X�E�P�P�I�H�� �S�R�� �X�L�I�� �V�S�S�J�X�S�T�W�� �S�J�� �½�Z�I��
buildings on campus, offsetting an equivalent emission 
�S�J�� ������ �X�S�R�W�� �S�J�� �G�E�V�F�S�R�� �H�M�S�\�M�H�I�����8�L�I�� �W�G�E�P�I�� �S�J�� �X�L�M�W�� �T�V�S�N�I�G�X�� �M�W��
�X�E�R�X�E�Q�S�Y�R�X���X�S���X�L�I���T�P�E�R�X�M�R�K���S�J���������������X�V�I�I�W�� 
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�8�L�I�� � ' �E�Q�T�Y�W�� �)�R�Z�M�V�S�R�Q�I�R�X�E�P�� � ' �S�R�W�Y�P�X�E�X�M�S�R�� �E�R�H��
�(�I�Z�I�P�S�T�Q�I�R�X�� �'�S�Q�Q�M�X�X�I�I�� �E�P�W�S�� �T�V�S�T�S�W�I�W���Y�W�M�R�K�� �O�M�X�G�L�I�R��
waste from the seminary canteen and quarters to produce 
�S�V�K�E�R�M�G�� �G�S�Q�T�S�W�X���� �-�R�� ������������ �X�L�I�� �W�I�Q�M�R�E�V�]�� �G�E�R�X�I�I�R�� �W�S�P�M�G�M�X�I�H��
an agreement with a food waste recycling company to 
�V�I�K�Y�P�E�V�P�]���G�S�P�P�I�G�X���S�Y�V���J�S�S�H���[�E�W�X�I�����,�S�[�I�Z�I�V�����X�L�I���'�3�:�-�(��������
�S�Y�X�F�V�I�E�O�� �M�R�� �,�S�R�K�� �/�S�R�K�� �W�E�[�� �E�� �H�V�E�W�X�M�G�� �V�I�H�Y�G�X�M�S�R�� �M�R�� �X�L�I��
amount of food waste from the seminary and eateries 
�R�I�E�V�F�]�����[�L�M�G�L���Q�I�E�R�X���P�M�X�X�P�I���T�V�S�½�X���J�S�V���X�L�I���V�I�G�]�G�P�M�R�K���G�S�Q�T�E�R�]����
As a result, the company stopped collecting food waste 
�J�V�S�Q�� �S�Y�V�� �G�E�R�X�I�I�R�� �P�E�W�X�� �*�I�F�V�Y�E�V �]���� �-�R�� �Z�M�I�[�� �S�J�� �X�L�M�W���� �[�I��
purchased by installment a food waste composter last 
�.�Y�P�]�� �X�S�� �G�S�R�Z�I�V �X�� �J�S�S�H�� �[�E�W�X�I�� �M�R�X�S�� �S�V�K�E�R�M�G�� �J�I�V �X�M�P�M�^�I�V�W�� �J�S�V��
�X�L�I�� �T�Y�V�T�S�W�I�� �S�J�� �T�P�E�R�X�M�R�K�� �E�R�H�� �K�V�I�I�R�M�R�K�� �S�Y�V�� �G�E�Q�T�Y�W���� �)�Z�I�V��
since the use of the food 
waste composter, there has 
been a sharp decline in the 
amount of garbage disposal 
as well as foul odor in the 
seminary’s refuse room.

� 8 � L � I � � � I � R � H� � � S � J � � � � � � � � � �� �
saw the beginning of our 
cooperation with Tai Po 
�(�M�W�X�V�M�G�X�� �'�S�Q�Q�Y�R�M�X�]�� �+�V�I�I�R��
�7�X�E�X�M�S�R���� �[�L�M�G�L�� �M�W�� �S�T�I�V�E�X�I�H��
�F�]�� �,�S�R�K�� �'�L�M���%�W�W�S�G�M�E�X�M�S�R����
The seminar y launched 
a comprehensive “Sai O 
Campus Waste Recycling Program” to recycle a broad range 
�S�J�� �V�I���Y�W�E�F�P�I�� �V�I�W�S�Y�V�G�I�W���� �M�R�G�P�Y�H�M�R�K�� �Q�I�X�E�P���� �Z�E�V�M�S�Y�W�� �X�]�T�I�W�� �S�J��
�[�E�W�X�I�� �T�E�T�I�V���� �T�P�E�W�X�M�G�W���� �W�Q�E�P�P���W�M�^�I�� �J�Y�V�R�M�X�Y�V�I���� �E�R�H�� �I�P�I�G�X�V�M�G�E�P��
�E�T�T�P�M�E�R�G�I�W���� �%�� �F�S�S�O�P�I�X����Sai O Campus Waste Recycling 
Program Booklet, was prepared by our staff to introduce to 
all the seminary community members, teachers, students 
and staff, the greening facilities and waste recycling 

procedures. Our staff regularly issue the Sai O Campus 
Waste Recycling Program Report to update our members 
with the progress of the program for the purpose of 
developing an environmental management system. The 
program has so far received enthusiastic responses from 
the community members. The waste collected for recycling 
�M�R�� �X�L�I�� �½�V�W�X�� �X�[�S�� �Q�S�R�X�L�W�� �E�Q�S�Y�R�X�W�� �X�S�� �E�� �X�S�X�E�P�� �S�J�� ������������ �O�K����
This collective achievement is a great encouragement to 
us all.

Building a Green Seminary with One Heart

The success of environmental protection measures 
depends on the persistent support and actual involvement 
of various parties. We are delighted to see that the staff 
�E�V�I�� �[�M�P�P�M�R�K�� �X�S�� �W�L�S�Y�P�H�I�V�� �I�\�X�V�E�� �[�S�V�O�� �E�R�H�� �X�L�E�X�� �X�I�E�G�L�I�V�W�� �E�R�H��
students cooperate positively so that our greening practice 
�M�W�� �V�I�E�T�M�R�K�� �E�� �L�E�V�Z�I�W�X����We appreciate the fact that no one 
�Q�M�R�H�W�� �W�T�I�R�H�M�R�K�� �I�\�X�V�E�� �X�M�Q�I�� �V�I�Q�S�Z�M�R�K�� �[�V�E�T�T�M�R�K�W�� �E�R�H��
�G�P�I�E�R�M�R�K���F�S�X�X�P�I�W���E�R�H���G�S�R�X�E�M�R�I�V�W�����1�I�Q�F�I�V�W���H�I�P�M�Z�I�V���[�E�W�X�I���X�S��
the designated collection points on campus and drop the 
waste items into the collection bins according to the waste 
classification. In cases of misplaced items, our staff are 
�[�M�P�P�M�R�K�� �X�S�� �V�I���G�L�I�G�O�� �E�R�H�� �V�I���W�S�V�X�� �X�L�V�S�Y�K�L�� �X�L�I�� �M�X�I�Q�W�� �J�S�V�� �X�L�I��
purpose of reducing the operating costs of the recycling 
company, which operates on a very low budget. We are 
�L�E�T�T�]���X�S���V�I�T�S�V�X���X�L�E�X���X�L�I���V�I�G�]�G�P�M�R�K���G�S�Q�T�E�R�]���E�G�O�R�S�[�P�I�H�K�I�W��
the seminary’s contribution.

�8�L�I�� �X�I�E�G�L�M�R�K�� �S�J�� �4�V�I�W�M�H�I�R�X�� �'�L�S�� �E�R�H�� �X�I�E�G�L�I�V�W�� �S�R��
�I�G�S�P�S�K�M�G�E�P�� �X�L�I�S�P�S�K�]���� �X�L�I�� �I�\�T�I�V �X�� �E�H�Z�M�G�I�� �S�J�� �X�L�I�� �'�E�Q�T�Y�W��
�)�R�Z�M�V�S�R�Q�I�R�X�E�P���'�S�R�W�Y�P�X�E�X�M�S�R���E�R�H���(�I�Z�I�P�S�T�Q�I�R�X���'�S�Q�Q�M�X�X�I�I����
and the active participation of the seminary community 
members, all contribute to building a green seminary. 

�1�E�]� � � [� I� � �P�S�Z�I� � �X�L�I� � �R�E�X�Y�V�I� � �E�R�H�� � I � \� I �V�G�M�W�I� � �J�E�M�X�L�J�Y�P��
stewardship in our care for the land, which will actualize 
�L�Y�Q�E�R�W� �́��V�I�G�S�R�G�M�P�M�E�X�M�S�R���[�M�X�L���X�L�I���G�V�I�E�X�M�S�R���S�J���+�S�H����
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M �V�����)�H�[�E�V�H���0�E�Q���M�W���E���Q�I�Q�F�I�V���S�J���X�L�I���8�W�M�Q���7�L�E���8�W�Y�M���&�E�T�X�M�W�X��
� ' �L�Y�V�G�L��� � �, �I� � �E�R�H�� �L�M�W�� �[�M�J�I� � �L�E�Z�I�� �X�[�S�� �W�S�R�W�� �E�R�H�� �X�[�S��

�H�E�Y�K�L�X�I�V�W���� �1�V���� �0�E�Q�� �L�E�W�� �[�S�V�O�I�H�� �M�R�� �X�L�I�� �J�M�I�P�H�� �S�J�� �I�R�Z�M�V�S�R�Q�I�R�X�E�P��
�T�V�S�X�I�G�X�M�S�R���E�R�H���G�S�R�W�I�V�Z�E�X�M�S�R���J�S�V���]�I�E�V�W�����,�M�W���T�V�S�J�I�W�W�M�S�R�E�P���I�\�T�I�V�X�M�W�I��
and interest of research are in integrating environmental 
protection and ecological conservation into development and 
town planning through environmental assessment and audit. 
�1�V���� �0�E�Q�� �M�W�� �G�S�Q�Q�M�X�X�I�H�� �X�S�� �T�V�S�Q�S�X�M�R�K�� �G�S�Q�Q�Y�R�M�X�]�� �I�R�Z�M�V�S�R�Q�I�R�X�E�P��
�E�[�E�V�I�R�I�W�W���E�R�H���E�G�X�M�S�R���� �-�R�������������� �Y�T�S�R���X�L�I�� �M�R�Z�M�X�E�X�M�S�R���S�J�� �4�V�I�W�M�H�I�R�X��
�.�S�W�L�Y�E���'�L�S�����L�I���N�S�M�R�I�H���X�L�I���'�E�Q�T�Y�W���)�R�Z�M�V�S�R�Q�I�R�X�E�P���'�S�R�W�Y�P�X�E�X�M�S�R��
�E�R�H�� �(�I�Z�I�P�S�T�Q�I�R�X�� �'�S�Q�Q�M�X�X�I�I�� �E�R�H�� �[�S�V�O�I�H�� �[�M�X�L�� �X�L�I�� �W�I�Q�M�R�E�V�]��
to face challenges.

Team Work in Meeting the Challenges

�1�V���� �0�E�Q�� �G�S�R�W�M�H�I�V�W�� �X�L�E�X�� �X�L�I�� �W�I�Q�M�R�E�V �]�� �M�W�� �P�S�G�E�X�I�H�� �M�R�� �E��
uniquely pristine environment which is readily accessible by 
public transport. It is an oasis amidst concrete jungle, and a place 
that allows brothers and sisters to come into contact with the 
�R�E�X�Y�V�I���E�R�H���H�V�E�[���R�I�E�V���X�S���+�S�H�����7�Y�G�L���E�R���E�Q�F�M�I�R�G�I���M�W���G�S�R�H�Y�G�M�Z�I���X�S��
promoting green education for nurturing preachers and pastors 
with green ideas and theology for further dissemination to a 
wider sector of the community.  

In recent years, the seminary has faced a number of 
environmental challenges. The noise, vibration and dust 
�R�Y�M�W�E�R�G�I�W�� �G�E�Y�W�I�H�� �F�]�� �X�L�I�� �G�S�R�G�Y�V�V�I�R�X�� �[�M�H�I�R�M�R�K�� �S�J�� �7�E�M�� �7�L�E�� �6�S�E�H��
and revamping of the public transport interchange adjacent 
to the campus, have seriously affected the health and study of 
its teachers and students. The government has also planned to 
build a major sewage pumping station in close vicinity to the 
seminary, which will have significant impacts on the beautiful 
coastal environment that has been enjoyed by the seminary and 
members of the public.

�1�V���� �0�E�Q�� �L�E�H�� �E�R�� �Y�R�J�S�V�K�I�X�X�M�R�K�� �I�\�T�I�V�M�I�R�G�I�� �P�E�W�X�� �]�I�E�V���� �&�I�G�E�Y�W�I��
�S�J�� �X�L�I�� �[�M�H�I�R�M�R�K�� �[�S�V�O�W�� �S�J�� �7�E�M�� �7�L�E�� �6�S�E�H���� �Q�E�R�]�� �X�I�E�G�L�I�V�W�� �E�R�H��
�W�X�Y�H�I�R�X�W�� �S�J�� �X�L�I�� �W�I�Q�M�R�E�V�]�� �J�I�P�X�� �W�M�G�O�� �[�M�X�L�� �V�I�W�T�M�V�E�X�S�V�]�� �H�M�W�I�E�W�I�W����
�4�V�I�W�M�H�I�R�X�� �'�L�S�� �X�L�I�R�� �G�E�P�P�I�H�� �J�S�V�� �E�R�� �I�Q�I�V�K�I�R�G�]�� �Q�I�I�X�M�R�K���� �%�P�P��
committee members came together and were arranged to 
�Q�I�I�X���[�M�X�L���X�L�I���T�V�S�N�I�G�X���Q�E�R�E�K�I�V���S�J���X�L�I���V�S�E�H���[�S�V�O�W���M�Q�Q�I�H�M�E�X�I�P�]����
� ' �S�R�G�V�I�X�I� � �Q�M�X�M�K�E�X�M�S�R�� �Q�I �E�W�Y�V�I �W�� � [� I �V�I� � �E�K�V�I � I �H�� �Y�T�S�R�� �E�R�H��
implemented immediately. The project manager also proactively 
responded to the seminary’s suggestions. They rescheduled the 

�[�S�V�O�� �T�V�S�K�V�E�Q�� �E�R�H�� �H�I�T�P�S�]�I�H��
the most advanced p i l ing 
machines. These had greatly 
r e d u c e d t h e n o i s e a n d 
vibration. The situation was 
further improved by installing 
additional and higher acoustic 
insulat ion c loths on noisy 
facades, and through effective 
implementation and audit of 
fugitive dust control measures.

Dual Emphasis on Education and Practice

�-�R�� �1�V���� �0�E�Q�´�W�� �S�T�M�R�M�S�R����HKBTS has been the pioneer in 
�I�R�Z�M�V�S�R�Q�I�R�X�E�P���T�V�S�X�I�G�X�M�S�R���E�Q�S�R�K���X�L�I���R�Y�Q�I�V�S�Y�W���W�I�Q�M�R�E�V�M�I�W�����,�/�&�8�7��
�R�S�X�� �S�R�P�]�� �[�S�V�O�W�� �L�E�V�H�� �M�R�� �V�E�M�W�M�R�K�� �I�R�Z�M�V�S�R�Q�I�R�X�E�P�� �E�[�E�V�I�R�I�W�W�� �S�J�� �M�X�W��
�X�I�E�G�L�I�V�W���E�R�H���W�X�Y�H�I�R�X�W�����F�Y�X���E�P�W�S���X�E�O�I�W���T�S�W�M�X�M�Z�I���E�G�X�M�S�R�W���X�S���T�V�S�X�I�G�X���X�L�I��
�I�R�Z�M�V�S�R�Q�I�R�X�����3�R�� �T�V�S�Q�S�X�M�R�K�� �I�R�Z�M�V�S�R�Q�I�R�X�E�P�� �E�[�E�V�I�R�I�W�W���� �,�/�&�8�7��
�V�Y�R�W�� �I�\�X�V�E���Q�Y�V�E�P�� �G�S�Y�V�W�I�W�� �S�R�� �I�R�Z�M�V�S�R�Q�I�R�X�E�P�� �E�R�H�� �I�G�S�P�S�K�M�G�E�P��
theology to instill pastors and brothers and sisters with a green 
�Q�M�R�H�����8�L�I�� �4�V�I�W�M�H�I�R�X�� �L�E�W�� �E�P�W�S�� �W�T�S�O�I�R�� �S�R�� �I�G�S�P�S�K�M�G�E�P�� �X�L�I�S�P�S�K�]�� �E�X��
various occasions, and integrated environmental protection with 
the good news. In addition, environmental and green theology 
have been featured in the Newsletters of the seminary in recent 
years. In terms of action, HKBTS is the first seminary campus 
�X�L�E�X���L�E�W���M�R�W�X�E�P�P�I�H���W�S�P�E�V���T�S�[�I�V���K�I�R�I�V�E�X�M�S�R���W�]�W�X�I�Q���M�R���,�S�R�K���/�S�R�K�����7�S��
�J�E�V���� �������� �T�L�S�X�S�Z�S�P�X�E�M�G�� �W�S�P�E�V�� �T�E�R�I�P�W�� �L�E�Z�I�� �F�I�I�R�� �M�R�W�X�E�P�P�I�H�� �E�R�H�� �L�E�Z�I��
�I�J�J�I�G�X�M�Z�I�P�]���V�I�H�Y�G�I�H���G�E�V�F�S�R���I�Q�M�W�W�M�S�R�W�����,�/�&�8�7���L�E�W���P�I�H���F�]���I�\�E�Q�T�P�I��
for other seminaries and institutions to follow in environmental 
�T�V�S�X�I�G�X�M�S�R���� �3�X�L�I�V�� �E�G�X�M�S�R�W�� �X�L�E�X�� �X�L�I�� �W�I�Q�M�R�E�V�]�� �L�E�W�� �X�E�O�I�R�� �M�R�G�P�Y�H�I��
the placement of recycling bins, energy conservation and 
emission reduction measures, as well as greening of the campus. 
�8�L�M�W���[�L�S�P�I���V�E�R�K�I���S�J���Q�I�E�W�Y�V�I�W���W�L�S�[�W���X�L�E�X���,�/�&�8�7���H�S�I�W���R�S�X���W�X�S�T��
�E�X�� �X�E�P�O�M�R�K�� �E�F�S�Y�X�� �E�[�E�V�I�R�I�W�W���� �F�Y�X�� �E�P�W�S�� �X�E�O�I�W�� �G�S�R�G�V�I�X�I�� �E�G�X�M�S�R�W�� �X�S��
protect the environment.

Green Campus: More possibilities

�1�V���� �0�E�Q�� �F�I�P�M�I�Z�I�W�� �X�L�E�X�� �X�L�I�� �W�I�Q�M�R�E�V�]� �́W�� �I�J�J�S�V�X�W�� �M�R�� �T�V�S�Q�S�X�M�R�K��
environmental protection are impor tant to sustainable 
development. He suggests that the seminary may consider 
�G�S�R�H�Y�G�X�M�R�K�� �E�R�� �I�R�Z�M�V�S�R�Q�I�R�X�E�P�� �E�Y�H�M�X�� �M�R�� �J�Y�X�Y�V�I���� �J�S�V�� �I�\�E�Q�T�P�I����
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Interviewee: �4�V�S�J�����-�V�����7�X�I�Z�I���;�S�R�K

HKBTS:  A Pioneer 
	 in Environmental Theology

by collecting data of energy consumption on campus and 
implementing energy saving measures for items that consume 
�Q�S�W�X���I�R�I�V�K�]�����1�S�V�I�S�Z�I�V�����I�R�Z�M�V�S�R�Q�I�R�X�E�P���G�L�E�V�X�I�V�W���G�S�Y�P�H���F�I���H�V�E�J�X�I�H��
�E�R�H���W�M�K�R�I�H���F�I�X�[�I�I�R���X�I�E�G�L�I�V�W���E�R�H���W�X�Y�H�I�R�X�W�����*�S�V���I�\�E�Q�T�P�I�����M�X���G�S�Y�P�H��
be agreed that the last one leaving the lecture room will turn 
�S�J�J���E�P�P���T�S�[�I�V���E�G�G�S�V�H�M�R�K���X�S���G�P�E�W�W�V�S�S�Q���W�G�L�I�H�Y�P�I�W�����±�K�V�I�I�R���G�S�R�G�I�V�X�W�²��
could also be organized with music and hymns composed 
and written for the appreciation of the beauty of nature and 
environment conducive to drawing people nearer to the nature, 
and to engendering their concerns for the environment. Apart 
from these, the seminary may also consider incorporating 
environmental protection into the elective programs. In addition, 
some parts of the campus could be designated as gardening 
plots or organic farms for teachers and students. This will 
allow their participation, and at the same time strengthen the 
bonds between them and the campus. It will also enhance the 
interpersonal relationship between teachers and students.

�& � I �M�R�K� � �E� � �Q � I �Q�F � I �V� � �S �J� � �X �L � I� � � ' �E �Q�T �Y �W� � � ) �R�Z �M�V�S�R�Q� I �R �X �E �P� �

� ' �S�R�W�Y�P�X�E�X�M�S�R�� �E�R�H�� �(�I�Z�I�P�S�T�Q�I�R�X�� � ' �S�Q�Q�M�X�X�I�I ��� � �1�V���� �0�E�Q�� �M�W��
�M�Q�T�V�I�W�W�I�H�� �F�]�� �X�L�I�� �[�M�H�I�� �V�E�R�K�I�� �S�J�� �T�V�S�J�I�W�W�M�S�R�E�P�� �I�\�T�I�V�X�M�W�I�� �S�J�� �X�L�I��
committee members, and their enthusiasm and dedication. All 
�G�S�Q�Q�M�X�X�I�I���Q�I�Q�F�I�V�W���[�S�V�O���[�M�X�L���S�R�I���E�G�G�S�V�H���[�M�X�L�S�Y�X���T�V�M�Z�E�X�I���S�V��
ulterior motives. The interests of the seminary are their priority, 
�E�R�H�� �X�L�I�]�� �[�S�V�O�� �[�M�X�L�� �S�R�I�� �E�G�G�S�V�H�� �M�R�� �T�V�S�Z�M�H�M�R�K�� �E�H�Z�M�G�I�� �S�R�� �X�L�I��
seminary’s environmental initiatives. He notes that there are 
�Q�I�Q�F�I�V�W���[�M�X�L���V�M�G�L���E�H�Q�M�R�M�W�X�V�E�X�M�Z�I���E�R�H���T�S�P�M�G�]���Q�E�O�M�R�K���I�\�T�I�V�M�I�R�G�I�W��
�E�R�H�� �X�L�I�M�V�� �V�S�P�I�W�� �T�I�V�J�I�G�X�P�]�� �G�S�Q�T�P�I�Q�I�R�X�� �S�R�I�� �E�R�S�X�L�I�V���� �1�V���� �0�E�Q��
confesses that he has learned a lot from other members through 
�X�I�E�Q�[�S�V�O�����8�L�I���M�H�I�E�W���E�R�H���T�P�E�R�W���J�S�V�Q�Y�P�E�X�I�H���F�]���X�L�I���G�S�Q�Q�M�X�X�I�I���E�V�I��
often pragmatic, down to earth and practicable. All of the above 
�E�V�I�� �J�E�G�X�S�V�W�� �X�L�E�X�� �G�S�R�X�V�M�F�Y�X�I�� �X�S�� �X�L�I�� �J�V�Y�M�X�J�Y�P�� �S�Y�X�G�S�Q�I�� �S�J�� �,�/�&�8�7� �́W��
�I�J�J�S�V�X�W���M�R�� �T�V�E�G�X�M�G�E�P�� �I�R�Z�M�V�S�R�Q�I�R�X�E�P�� �T�V�S�X�I�G�X�M�S�R�� �E�R�H�� �I�H�Y�G�E�X�M�S�R���� �1�V����
�0�E�Q�� �L�S�T�I�W�� �X�L�E�X�� �X�L�I�� �W�I�Q�M�R�E�V�]�� �[�M�P�P�� �O�I�I�T�� �Y�T�� �[�M�X�L�� �X�L�I�� �[�S�R�H�I�V�J�Y�P��
�[�S�V�O�� �M�R�� �T�V�S�Q�S�X�M�R�K�� �E�R�H�� �M�Q�T�P�I�Q�I�R�X�M�R�K�� �I�R�Z�M�V�S�R�Q�I�R�X�E�P�� �M�R�M�X�M�E�X�M�Z�I�W����
and that the imminent challenges will soon be overcome. 

P�V�S�J���� �-�V���� �7�X�I�Z�I���;�S�R�K�� �L�E�W�� �F�I�I�R�� �E�X�X�I�R�H�M�R�K�� �E�R�H�� �W�I�V�Z�M�R�K�� �X�L�I��
�(�M�E�Q�S�R�H�� �,�M�P�P�� �&�E�T�X�M�W�X�� �'�L�Y�V�G�L�� �E�R�H�� �X�L�I���8�E�M�� �/�S�O���8�W�Y�M�� �&�E�T�X�M�W�X��

�'�L�Y�V�G�L���J�S�V���S�Z�I�V���������]�I�E�V�W�����,�I���L�E�W���E�P�W�S���F�I�I�R���E�G�X�M�Z�I�P�]���M�R�Z�S�P�Z�I�H���M�R��
�Z�S�P�Y�R�X�E�V�]���[�S�V�O���J�S�V���W�G�L�S�S�P���W�T�S�R�W�S�V�M�R�K���F�S�H�M�I�W���E�W���E���[�E�]���X�S���T�V�I�E�G�L��
the gospel. Prof. Ir. Wong has been engaged in architectural 
consultancy and environmental protection industries since 
���������� �E�R�H�� �X�L�I�� �G�S�Q�T�E�R�]�� �L�I�� �W�I�X�� �Y�T�� �L�E�W�� �R�S�[�� �H�I�Z�I�P�S�T�I�H�� �M�R�X�S��
�E�� �Q�Y�P�X�M�R�E�X�M�S�R�E�P�� �I�R�X�I�V�T�V�M�W�I���� �0�E�W�X�� �]�I�E�V���� �L�I�� �I�W�X�E�F�P�M�W�L�I�H�� �E�� �P�M�J�I��
�X�I�G�L�R�S�P�S�K�]�� �G�S�Q�T�E�R�]�� �[�M�X�L�� �E�� �J�I�[�� �'�L�V�M�W�X�M�E�R�W�� �M�R�� �V�I�W�T�S�R�W�I�� �X�S�� �X�L�I��
problems of an ageing population. He hoped that he could carry 
out environmental missions with the help of the new company’s 
environmental technology and green philosophy. Prof. Ir. Wong 
�E�R�H���L�M�W���[�M�J�I���L�E�Z�I���X�L�V�I�I���G�L�M�P�H�V�I�R�����[�L�S���E�V�I���E�P�P���'�L�V�M�W�X�M�E�R�W��

�4�V�S�J���� �-�V�����;�S�R�K�� �N�S�M�R�I�H�� �X�L�I�� �4�V�I�W�M�H�I�R�X� �́W�� �'�S�Y�R�G�M�P�� �S�J�� �,�/�&�8�7�� �M�R��
�������������8�L�I�V�I�� �[�E�W�� �E�� �X�M�Q�I�� �[�L�I�R�� �X�L�I�� �'�S�Y�R�G�M�P�� �V�I�Q�E�M�R�I�H�� �H�S�V�Q�E�R�X����
�8�L�I�� �X�L�I�R�� �R�I�[�� �4�V�I�W�M�H�I�R�X�� �4�V�S�J���� �.�S�W�L�Y�E�� �'�L�S�� �G�S�V�H�M�E�P�P�]�� �M�R�Z�M�X�I�H��
�L�M�Q�� �X�S�� �N�S�M�R�� �X�L�I�� �'�S�Y�R�G�M�P�� �E�K�E�M�R���� �-�R�� ������������ �X�L�I�� �W�I�Q�M�R�E�V�]� �́W�� �'�E�Q�T�Y�W��
�)�R�Z�M�V�S�R�Q�I�R�X�E�P���'�S�R�W�Y�P�X�E�X�M�S�R���E�R�H���(�I�Z�I�P�S�T�Q�I�R�X���'�S�Q�Q�M�X�X�I�I�� �[�E�W��
set up to study, draw up and promote the environmental policies 
of the seminary. Prof. Ir. Wong considers the environment of 
�X�L�I�� �W�I�Q�M�R�E�V�]�´�W�� �7�E�M�� �3�� �'�E�Q�T�Y�W�� �Y�R�M�U�Y�I�P�]�� �E�H�Z�E�R�X�E�K�I�S�Y�W�� �J�S�V�� �X�L�I��
�T�V�S�Q�S�X�M�S�R�� �S�J�� �I�R�Z�M�V�S�R�Q�I�R�X�E�P�� �T�V�S�X�I�G�X�M�S�R���� �*�Y�V�X�L�I�V�Q�S�V�I���� �F�I�M�R�K�� �E��
�&�E�T�X�M�W�X�� �E�R�H�� �O�R�S�[�P�I�H�K�I�E�F�P�I�� �E�R�H�� �I�\�T�I�V�M�I�R�G�I�H�� �M�R�� �I�R�Z�M�V�S�R�Q�I�R�X�E�P��

issues (energy efficiency and 
waste and sewage disposal 
�M�R�� �T�E�V�X�M�G�Y�P�E�V�
���� �L�I�� �W�X�V�S�R�K�P�]�� �J�I�P�X��
�H�Y�X�]���F�S�Y�R�H�� �X�S�� �X�E�O�I�� �T�E�V �X�� �M�R��
environmental promotion 
�[�S�V�O���S�J���,�/�&�8�7�����8�L�I�V�I�J�S�V�I�����L�I��
gladly accepted the invitation 
�X �S� � �N �S �M �R� � �X � L � I� � � ' � S �Q �Q �M �X �X � I � I � �� �
� 8 �L � I� � � ' �S �Q �Q�M�X �X � I � I� � � L �E �W� � �T �Y �X� �
forward a number of effective 
environmental proposals for 
the seminary, including solar 
power generation and production of organic compost with food 
waste.

HKBTS: A Pioneer in Environmental Theology

�4�V�S�J���� �-�V�����;�S�R�K�� �L�E�W�� �K�V�I�E�X�� �E�T�T�V�I�G�M�E�X�M�S�R�� �J�S�V�� �,�/�&�8�7�´�W�� �K�V�I�I�R��
�I�J�J�S�V�X�W���F�I�G�E�Y�W�I�� �W�S���J�E�V���E�W���L�I�� �O�R�S�[�W�����,�/�&�8�7���M�W���X�L�I�� �½�V�W�X���W�I�Q�M�R�E�V�]��
with such a strong emphasis on environmental theology and 
�I�G�S�P�S�K�M�G�E�P�� �X�L�I�S�P�S�K�]�� In the past, churches mostly laid their 
�I�Q�T�L�E�W�M�W�� �S�R�� �T�V�S�G�P�E�Q�E�X�M�S�R�W�� �E�F�S�Y�X�� �X�L�I�� �+�S�H���L�Y�Q�E�R�� �V�I�P�E�X�M�S�R�W�L�M�T��
and personal salvation as well as interpersonal relationships, such 
�E�W�� �X�L�I�� �R�I�I�H�� �X�S�� �W�L�S�[�� �G�S�R�G�I�V�R�� �J�S�V�� �S�X�L�I�V�� �T�I�S�T�P�I���� �0�M�X�X�P�I�� �Q�I�R�X�M�S�R��
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A Green Mission Bringing Glory to God

�4�V�S�J���� �,�S�� �/�M�R���G�L�Y�R�K�� �M�W�� �E�� �H�I�E�G�S�R�� �S�J�� �X�L�I�� �/�S�[�P�S�S�R�� �'�M�X�]��
�&�E�T�X�M�W�X���'�L�Y�V�G�L�����E���H�M�V�I�G�X�S�V���S�J���X�L�I���,�S�R�K���/�S�R�K���&�E�T�X�M�W�X���8�L�I�S�P�S�K�M�G�E�P��
�7� I �Q�M�R�E�V �]� � � � � , � / �&�8�7� 
� � �E�R�H�� �X�L� I� � �G�L�E�M�V �Q�E�R�� �S�J� � �S�Y�V� � � ' �E�Q�T�Y�W��
�)�R�Z�M�V�S�R�Q�I�R�X�E�P�� �'�S�R�W�Y�P�X�E�X�M�S�R�� �E�R�H�� �(�I�Z�I�P�S�T�Q�I�R�X�� �'�S�Q�Q�M�X�X�I�I����
He and his wife have a daughter and a son. He is a veteran 
�I�R�Z�M�V�S�R�Q�I�R�X�E�P���I�\�T�I�V�X���[�L�S���L�E�W���F�I�I�R���I�R�K�E�K�I�H���M�R���I�R�Z�M�V�S�R�Q�I�R�X�E�P��
�[�S�V�O���J�S�V���S�Z�I�V���������]�I�E�V�W�����,�I���M�W���E�P�W�S���G�S�Q�Q�M�X�X�I�H���X�S���X�L�I���T�V�S�Q�S�X�M�S�R��
of environmental education in schools, seminaries and churches. 
�)�Q�F�V�E�G�M�R�K�� �X�L�I�� �T�V�S�Q�S�X�M�S�R�� �S�J�� �I�R�Z�M�V�S�R�Q�I�R�X�E�P�� �T�V�S�X�I�G�X�M�S�R��
�E�W�� �L�M�W�� �Q�M�W�W�M�S�R���� �L�I�� �P�S�R�K�W�� �J�S�V�� �E�[�E�O�I�R�M�R�K�� �Q�S�V�I�� �'�L�V�M�W�X�M�E�R�W�� �X�S��

�L�E�W���F�I�I�R���Q�E�H�I���S�J���L�Y�Q�E�R���P�E�R�H���V�I�P�E�X�M�S�R�W�L�M�T�����4�V�S�J�����-�V�����;�S�R�K���H�M�H���R�S�X��
�L�E�Z�I���E�R�]���W�Y�G�L���O�R�S�[�P�I�H�K�I���Y�R�X�M�P���L�I���L�I�E�V�H���4�V�I�W�M�H�I�R�X���'�L�S� �́W���W�L�E�V�M�R�K��
of related messages, which inspired his eventual practice of 
evangelism through addressing environmental needs afterward.

Prof. Ir. Wong believes that HKBTS enjoys a number of 
advantages in environmental promotion because of its timely 
�H�I�Z�I�P�S�T�Q�I�R�X���� �J�E�Z�S�V�E�F�P�I�� �P�S�G�E�X�M�S�R�� �E�R�H�� �G�S�P�P�I�G�X�M�Z�I�� �X�E�P�I�R�X�W�����8�M�Q�I�P�]��
development refers to the current universal climate of promoting 
environmental protection, carbon neutrality and green economy 
around the globe, which is the trend of the day. Favorable 
location �V�I�J�I�V�W�� �X�S�� �X�L�I�� �I�\�G�I�P�P�I�R�X�� �R�E�X�Y�V�E�P�� �I�R�Z�M�V�S�R�Q�I�R�X�� �S�J�� �X�L�I��
�W�I�Q�M�R�E�V�]� �́W�� �7�E�M�� �3�� �'�E�Q�T�Y�W���� �[�L�M�G�L�� �M�W�� �E�� �T�I�V�J�I�G�X�� �W�X�E�V�X�M�R�K�� �T�S�M�R�X�� �J�S�V��
�I�R�Z�M�V�S�R�Q�I�R�X�E�P�� �T�V�S�Q�S�X�M�S�R���� �+�V�I�E�X�I�V�� �G�E�Y�X�M�S�R�� �Q�Y�W�X�� �X�L�I�V�I�J�S�V�I�� �F�I��
�X�E�O�I�R�� �E�K�E�M�R�W�X�� �J�E�G�X�S�V�W�� �G�E�Y�W�M�R�K�� �H�E�Q�E�K�I�� �X�S�� �X�L�I�� �I�R�Z�M�V�S�R�Q�I�R�X�� �E�R�H��
�I�G�S�P�S�K�]���� ���*�S�V�� �I�\�E�Q�T�P�I���� �X�L�I�� �K�S�Z�I�V�R�Q�I�R�X� �́W�� �T�P�E�R�� �X�S�� �F�Y�M�P�H�� �E�� �Q�E�N�S�V��
sewage pumping station very close to the campus in recent 
years has posed substantial threat to the environment of the 
seminary and its vicinity. In view of this, Prof. Ir. Wong has also 
�N�S�M�R�I�H�� �S�Y�V�� �7�E�M�� �3���8�V�Y�R�O�� �7�I�[�I�V�� �7�I�[�E�K�I�� �4�Y�Q�T�M�R�K�� �7�X�E�X�M�S�R�� �-�W�W�Y�I��
�%�H�Z�M�W�S�V�]�� �'�S�Q�Q�M�X�X�I�I���
��Collective talents refers to the pool of 
�X�E�P�I�R�X�W���,�/�&�8�7�� �L�E�W���F�Y�M�P�X�����8�L�I�]�� �L�E�Z�I�� �E�P�P���H�M�W�T�P�E�]�I�H���X�L�I�M�V���H�I�H�M�G�E�X�I�H��
�Q�M�R�H�W���E�R�H���I�J�J�S�V�X�W�����9�R�H�I�V���X�L�I���P�I�E�H�I�V�W�L�M�T���S�J���4�V�I�W�M�H�I�R�X���'�L�S�����[�L�S��
has a clear mission and tremendous vigor, these talents have 
been brought together as a community with the same goal to 
�Q�E�O�I�� �X�L�I�� �Q�S�W�X�� �S�J�� �X�L�I�M�V�� �K�M�J�X�W�����;�M�X�L�� �X�L�I�� �X�L�V�I�I�� �J�E�G�X�S�V�W�� �[�S�V�O�M�R�K��
�T�I�V�J�I�G�X�P�]���[�M�X�L���S�R�I���E�R�S�X�L�I�V�����X�L�I���W�I�Q�M�R�E�V�]���G�E�R���X�L�I�V�I�J�S�V�I���X�E�O�I���X�L�I��
lead in environmental endeavors. 

Sustainable Environmental Theology

With regard to the promotion of environmental theology, 
�4�V�S�J���� �-�V�����;�S�R�K�� �J�M�R�H�W�� �M�X�� �R�I�G�I�W�W�E�V�]�� �X�S�� �G�S�R�W�M�H�I�V�� �X�L�I�� �X�E�W�O�� �M�R�� �X�L�I��

�H�M�V�I�G�X�M�S�R�� �S�J�� �P�S�R�K���X�I�V�Q�� �W�Y�W�X�E�M�R�E�F�P�I�� �H�I�Z�I�P�S�T�Q�I�R�X���� �2�S�X�� �S�R�P�]��
should we renew people’s mindsets from the perspectives 
�S�J�� �O�R�S�[�P�I�H�K�I�� �E�R�H�� �G�S�K�R�M�X�M�S�R�� �F�Y�X�� �E�P�W�S�� �X�L�I�V�I�� �Q�Y�W�X�� �F�I�� �J�S�P�P�S�[��
up actions to bring about concrete changes in environment, 
�T�V�S�H�Y�G�M�R�K�� �V�I�X�Y�V�R�W�� �E�R�H�� �J�S�V�Q�M�R�K�� �G�]�G�P�I�W���� �N�Y�W�X�� �P�M�O�I�� �X�L�I�� �[�E�]�� �E�R��
�M�R�H�Y�W�X�V�]���G�L�E�M�R���[�S�V�O�W������

Prof. Ir. Wong believes that the seminary’s education on 
environmental theology is an impor tant component, which 
�V�I�U�Y�M�V�I�W�� �X�L�I�� �H�I�H�M�G�E�X�M�S�R�� �S�J�� �G�E�T�M�X�E�P���� �X�E�P�I�R�X�W���� �O�R�S�[�P�I�H�K�I�� �E�R�H��
technologies. Through specifically designed programs, policies 
and measures, the seminary has practiced as well as promoted 
the ideas and values of environmental theology to nurture a 
�K�V�S�Y�T�� �S�J�� �T�E�W�X�S�V�W�� �E�R�H�� �P�I�E�H�I�V�W�� �X�S�� �X�I�E�G�L�� �E�R�H�� �Q�E�O�I�� �E�R�� �M�Q�T�E�G�X��
on others in the church and in society so that more people 
will understand the green gospel and devote themselves 
to environmental missions, or offer money or resources to 
suppor t the seminary’s continued effor ts in the promotion 
�S�J�� �I�R�Z�M�V�S�R�Q�I�R�X�E�P�� �X�L�I�S�P�S�K�]���� �R�Y�V�X�Y�V�M�R�K�� �Q�S�V�I�� �X�E�P�I�R�X�W�� �M�R�� �X�L�M�W�� �½�I�P�H��
and forming a cycle. As Christians are entrusted by God as His 
stewards, it is mandatory for them to conserve nature and maintain 
�X�L�M�W���[�S�V�P�H���T�V�S�T�I�V�P�]�����3�R�P�]���F�]���H�S�M�R�K���W�S���G�E�R���[�I���L�E�Z�I���V�S�S�Q���J�S�V���W�Y�V�Z�M�Z�E�P��
to continue preaching the gospel so that salvation will come to 
�Q�E�R�O�M�R�H���E�R�H���E�P�P���G�V�I�E�X�M�S�R�W��

�*�M�R�E�P�P�]���� �4�V�S�J���� �-�V�����;�S�R�K�� �W�Y�K�K�I�W�X�I�H�� �X�L�I�� �X�I�E�G�L�M�R�K�� �X�I�E�Q�� �S�J�� �X�L�I��
�W�I�Q�M�R�E�V�]�� �X�E�O�I�� �M�R�� �T�V�S�J�I�W�W�M�S�R�E�P�� �'�L�V�M�W�X�M�E�R�� �X�E�P�I�R�X�W�� �[�M�X�L�� �^�I�E�P�� �E�R�H��
mission in environmental protection, such as professors in 
�I�R�Z�M�V�S�R�Q�I�R�X�E�P�� �H�M�W�G�M�T�P�M�R�I�W�� �S�V�� �I�R�Z�M�V�S�R�Q�I�R�X�E�P�� �I�\�T�I�V�X�W���� �X�S�� �E�W�W�M�W�X��
the seminary in its promotion of theological education for 
environmental protection.

Transforming  from the  Inside Out  

– A Green Seminary Interviewee: �4�V�S�J�����,�S���/�M�R���G�L�Y�R�K

concerns over the issue of 
environmental protection and 
regards this as a testimony 
�F�V�M�R�K�M�R�K���K�P�S�V�]���X�S���+�S�H��

� ;� I �P �P� � �F � I � J �S �V � I� � � , � / �& �8 �7� �
�Q�S�Z�I�H�� �X�S�� �M�X�W�� �7�E�M�� �3�� �'�E�Q�T�Y�W����
Prof. Ho was invited to help 
with the greening effor ts 
� [ �M�X�L�M�R�� �X�L� I� � �G�E�Q�T�Y�W��� � �0�E�X�I �V� �� �
�4�V�S�J���� �.�S�W�L�Y�E�� �'�L�S�� �G�S�R�X�M�R�Y�I�H��
to advocate environmental 
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promotion when he assumed the presidency of the seminary. 
�-�R�� ������������ �[�L�I�R�� �X�L�I�� �'�E�Q�T�Y�W�� �)�R�Z�M�V�S�R�Q�I�R�X�E�P�� �'�S�R�W�Y�P�X�E�X�M�S�R�� �E�R�H��
�(�I�Z�I�P�S�T�Q�I�R�X�� �'�S�Q�Q�M�X�X�I�I�� �[�E�W�� �W�I�X�� �Y�T���� �G�S�R�W�M�H�I�V�M�R�K�� �L�M�W�� �^�I�E�P�� �J�S�V��
environmental protection and his identities as director and 
�E�P�Y�Q�R�Y�W���S�J���X�L�I���W�I�Q�M�R�E�V�]�����4�V�S�J�����,�S���N�S�M�R�I�H���X�L�I���'�S�Q�Q�M�X�X�I�I���[�M�X�L���E��
�W�X�V�S�R�K���W�I�R�W�I���S�J���H�Y�X�]���E�R�H���W�X�E�V�X�I�H���X�S���W�X�Y�H�]���E�R�H���T�V�S�Q�S�X�I���,�/�&�8�7� �́W��
environmental policies.

�-�R�� �4�V�S�J���� �,�S�´�W�� �S�T�M�R�M�S�R���� �X�L�I�� �7�E�M�� �3�� �'�E�Q�T�Y�W�� �M�W�� �W�M�X�Y�E�X�I�H�� �E�X�� �E��
location with superb landscape and pleasant environment, which 
offers a conducive campus ambience for teachers to pass down 
the philosophy of environmental protection to the students, 
�[�M�X�L�� �X�L�I�M�V�� �P�M�Z�I�W�� �E�J�J�I�G�X�M�R�K�� �P�M�Z�I�W�� �P�M�O�I�� �X�L�I�� �T�V�I�E�G�L�M�R�K�� �S�J�� �X�L�I�� �K�S�W�T�I�P����
Besides, as a cultural and educational institution, the seminary 
has the potential for nurturing talents to advocate the idea of 
environmental protection. Upon graduation, its students will 
be able to spread the concept of environmental protection 
�M�R�� �G�L�Y�V�G�L�I�W���� �*�S�V�� �X�L�I�W�I�� �V�I�E�W�S�R�W���� �4�V�S�J���� �,�S�� �M�W�� �K�P�E�H�� �X�S�� �T�V�S�Q�S�X�I��
�I�R�Z�M�V�S�R�Q�I�R�X�E�P���T�V�S�X�I�G�X�M�S�R���M�R���,�/�&�8�7����His mission is to get across 
the idea of environmental protection to the students, hoping that 
they will bring this mission to their churches in future and have it 
�W�T�V�I�E�H���X�S���X�L�I���R�I�\�X���K�I�R�I�V�E�X�M�S�R��

Environmental Conservation amid Challenges

Over the years, Prof. Ho has spared no effort in standing 
�Y�T�� �X�S�� �X�L�I�� �I�R�Z�M�V�S�R�Q�I�R�X�E�P�� �G�L�E�P�P�I�R�K�I�W�� �J�E�G�M�R�K�� �,�/�&�8�7���� �-�R�� ������������
when the government first proposed to build a major 
�W�I�[�E�K�I���T�Y�Q�T�M�R�K���W�X�E�X�M�S�R���R�I�E�V���X�L�I���W�I�Q�M�R�E�V�]�����L�I���Q�E�H�I���S�R���W�M�X�I��
visits with two students to conduct an ecological study of 
�7�E�M�� �3� �́W�� �I�R�Z�M�V�S�R�Q�I�R�X�� �E�R�H�� �W�Y�F�Q�M�X�X�I�H�� �X�L�I�� �V�I�P�E�X�I�H�� �I�R�Z�M�V�S�R�Q�I�R�X�E�P��
assessment report to the government to spread awareness of 
the area’s value in ecological conservation. The plan for building 
the pumping station was then shelved for a few years. Upon 
�'�L�M�R�E�� �0�M�K�L�X�� �4�S�[�I�V�´�W�� �M�R�X�V�S�H�Y�G�X�M�S�R�� �S�J�� �X�L�I�� �6�I�R�I�[�E�F�P�I�� �)�R�I�V�K�]��
�'�S�R�R�I�G�X�M�S�R�� �7�G�L�I�Q�I�� �M�R�� �V�I�G�I�R�X�� �]�I�E�V�W���� �4�V�S�J���� �,�S�� �L�E�H�� �H�M�W�G�Y�W�W�M�S�R�W��
�[�M�X�L�� �4�V�I�W�M�H�I�R�X�� �'�L�S���� �T�V�S�Q�T�X�M�R�K�� �X�L�I�� �M�Q�T�P�I�Q�I�R�X�E�X�M�S�R�� �S�J�� �X�L�I��
current project of installing solar energy panels on the seminary 
premises, which reaped notable results. 

Prof. Ho is very delighted to see the progress of the 
�W�I�Q�M�R�E�V�]� �́W���[�S�V�O���M�R���I�R�Z�M�V�S�R�Q�I�R�X�E�P���T�V�E�G�X�M�G�I���E�R�H���I�H�Y�G�E�X�M�S�R�����8�E�P�O�M�R�K��
�E�F�S�Y�X�� �L�M�W�� �W�I�V�Z�M�G�I�� �M�R�� �,�/�&�8�7���� �L�I�� �J�M�R�H�W�� �M�X�� �Q�S�W�X�� �Y�R�J�S�V�K�I�X�X�E�F�P�I��
�X�S�� �L�E�Z�I�� �N�S�M�R�I�H�� �X�L�I�� �Q�I�I�X�M�R�K�W�� �S�J�� �X�L�I�� �'�E�Q�T�Y�W�� �)�R�Z�M�V�S�R�Q�I�R�X�E�P��
� '�S�R�W�Y�P�X�E�X�M�S�R�� �E�R�H�� �(�I�Z�I�P�S�T�Q�I�R�X�� � '�S�Q�Q�M�X�X�I�I�� �E�X�� ���������� �E�Q����
�%�P�X�L�S�Y�K�L�� �L�I�� �L�E�H�� �X�S�� �K�I�X�� �Y�T�� �I�E�V�P�]�� �E�X�� ���������� �E�Q�� �E�R�H�� �K�S�� �X�S�� �X�L�I��
�W�I�Q�M�R�E�V�]�� �J�S�V�� �X�L�I�� �Q�I�I�X�M�R�K�� �E�X�� �½�V�W�X�� �P�M�K�L�X���� �X�L�I�� �Q�I�I�X�M�R�K�W�� �[�I�V�I�� �L�I�P�H��
�M�R���E���W�Y�V�T�V�M�W�M�R�K�P�]���I�J�½�G�M�I�R�X���[�E�]���E�W���I�Z�I�V�]�S�R�I���[�E�W���W�S�F�I�V���[�S�V�O�M�R�K���M�R��
the quiet of the morning. He said with a smile that this might be 
�V�I�K�E�V�H�I�H���E�W���X�L�I���±�K�V�I�I�R�M�R�K���S�J���X�L�I���W�S�Y�P���²

Institutionalization with Stronger Participation

�4�V�S�J�����,�S���½�R�H�W���M�X��great indeed for the seminary’s management 
�X�S�� �L�E�Z�I�� �E�� �G�S�Q�Q�S�R�� �T�L�M�P�S�W�S�T�L�]�� �X�S�� �E�H�S�T�X�� �E�� �X�S�T���H�S�[�R�� �E�T�T�V�S�E�G�L��
�X�S�� �T�V�S�Q�S�X�I�� �I�R�Z�M�V�S�R�Q�I�R�X�E�P�� �T�V�S�X�I�G�X�M�S�R�� He also appreciates the 
seminary’s recent efforts in preparing a report on the waste 
recycling program, which he considers a prototype of an 
environmental audit report. This shows that the seminary is 
gradually institutionalizing an environmental management system, 
�E�R�H�� �L�I�� �W�Y�K�K�I�W�X�I�H�� �X�L�E�X�� �X�L�I�� �W�I�Q�M�R�E�V�]�� �Q�E�]�� �I�\�X�I�R�H�� �X�L�I�� �T�V�E�G�X�M�G�I��
to the audit of other energy uses such as water and electricity 
usage.

Prof. Ho believes that the seminary can scale new heights 
in the promotion of environmental protection by fur ther 
strengthening the education in terms of environmental values 
so that universally active and grassroots participation can be 
�E�G�L�M�I�Z�I�H���� �*�S�V�� �M�R�W�X�E�R�G�I���� �W�X�Y�H�I�R�X�W�� �G�E�R�� �X�E�O�I�� �X�L�I�M�V�� �S�[�R�� �M�R�M�X�M�E�X�M�Z�I��
�X�S�� �W�I�X�� �Y�T�� �I�R�Z�M�V�S�R�Q�I�R�X���V�I�P�E�X�I�H�� �E�W�W�S�G�M�E�X�M�S�R�W�� �W�Y�G�L�� �E�W�� �I�G�S�P�S�K�M�G�E�P��
�X�L�I�S�P�S�K�]�� �K�V�S�Y�T�W���� �I�R�Z�M�V�S�R�Q�I�R�X�E�P�� �E�G�X�M�Z�M�X�M�I�W�� �P�M�O�I�� �T�V�E�]�I�V�� �Q�I�I�X�M�R�K�W��
�[�M�X�L���K�V�I�I�R���X�L�I�Q�I�W���S�V���+�V�I�I�R���;�I�I�O�W���G�E�R���E�P�W�S���F�I���L�I�P�H�����&�I�W�M�H�I�W�����L�I��
suggests that the seminary designate certain domains as the trial 
�T�S�M�R�X�W���J�S�V�� �I�R�Z�M�V�S�R�Q�I�R�X�E�P�� �I�H�Y�G�E�X�M�S�R���� �*�S�V�� �I�\�E�Q�T�P�I���� �E���±�'�P�I�E�V���=�S�Y�V��
�4�P�E�X�I�� �'�E�Q�T�E�M�K�R�²�� �G�E�R�� �F�I�� �L�I�P�H�� �[�M�X�L�� �W�T�I�G�M�E�P�� �V�I�K�E�V�H�� �X�S�� �X�L�I�� �J�S�S�H��
waste problem so as to strengthen promotional and educational 
efforts. 

Transformation from the Inside Out 

	 – A Green Semina ry

�,�/�&�8�7�� �M�W�� �R�S�[�� �V�Y�R�R�M�R�K�� �W�S�Q�I�� �I�\�X�V�E���Q�Y�V�E�P�� �G�S�Y�V�W�I�W�� �V�I�P�E�X�I�H��
to environmental education and ecological theology. Prof. Ho 
has a greater wish that environmental protection would be 
incorporated into the main campus programs of the seminary, 
�[�L�M�G�L���Q�I�E�R�W���H�I�H�M�G�E�X�I�H���W�Y�F�N�I�G�X�W���[�M�P�P���F�I���X�E�Y�K�L�X���E�R�H���,�/�&�8�7���Q�E�]��
develop into a base for the study of ecological theology and 
more theological students and pastors can be nurtured with a 
green mindset.

In addition, Prof. Ho hopes that the idea of environmental 
protection can penetrate more deeply into the campus culture 
of life because environmental protection is in itself a life attitude 
and a value, which should be integrated into our daily lives. He 
�T�S�M�R�X�W���S�Y�X���X�L�E�X���E���±�K�V�I�I�R���G�E�Q�T�Y�W�²���M�W���R�S�X���X�L�I���W�E�Q�I���E�W���E���±�K�V�I�I�R�M�R�K��
�G�E�Q�T�Y�W���²�� �2�S�X�� �S�R�P�]�� �L�E�V�H�[�E�V�I�� �P�M�O�I�� �I�R�Z�M�V�S�R�Q�I�R�X�E�P�� �J�E�G�M�P�M�X�M�I�W�� �M�W��
�R�I�I�H�I�H���� �F�Y�X�� �E�P�W�S�� �E�� �G�E�Q�T�Y�W���[�M�H�I�� �G�Y�P�X�Y�V�I�� �E�R�H�� �E�X�Q�S�W�T�L�I�V�I�� �L�E�W��
�X�S���F�I���F�Y�M�P�X���Y�T�����%�W���E���H�M�V�I�G�X�S�V���S�J���X�L�I���W�I�Q�M�R�E�V�]�����4�V�S�J�����,�S���I�\�T�V�I�W�W�I�W��
his determination to stay loyal to his duty and do his utmost 
to bring the environmental concept into the campus. Filled with 
�Z�M�W�M�S�R�����L�I���L�S�T�I�W���X�L�E�X���,�/�&�8�7���[�M�P�P���F�I�G�S�Q�I���X�L�I���½�V�W�X���±�K�V�I�I�R���W�I�Q�M�R�E�V�]�²��
�M�R�� �,�S�R�K�� �/�S�R�K���� �Q�E�O�M�R�K�� �X�L�M�W�� �E�� �J�I�E�X�Y�V�I�� �S�J�� �X�L�I�� �W�I�Q�M�R�E�V�]�� �E�R�H�� �X�Y�V�R�M�R�K��
�X�L�M�W���M�R�X�S���M�X�W���Y�R�M�U�Y�I���±�F�V�E�R�H���R�E�Q�I���²��
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